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Pre-Activity for Teacher Leaders 
 
Activity 1 
The purpose of this activity is to gain perspective and understanding of parents 
ideas about good mathematics instruction that supports good student learning. It 
should also help you understand if your parents believe mathematics is important 
for everyone. 
 
Each teacher leader is to interview two parents, one male one female, not from the same 
family, of elementary age students. (Please do not interview parents who already have 
students in middle school or high school because attitudes change a great deal when your 
kids hit secondary school.) 
Choose someone you are comfortable with and who is comfortable with you-you want 
honest answers so it is best if you have a friendly relationship with these folks. (Select 
someone from church, the neighborhood or the bowling league, but not a parent in your 
current class. This interview should not be about your teaching.) 
 
Interview Questions 
 

1. Were you a good math student in school, yes or no? (You need them to pick one-
no sitting on the fence. Ask them to think of their entire school experience.) 

 
2. Are you good at math today? (Again please ask them to give you a yes or no 

answer, we are collecting data here and no information will be shared.) 
 

3. How many math classes did you take in high school? What was the hardest math 
class you took?   Did you take any math after high school? How much? 

 
4. Describe a typical math class from your time in school?  

Here are some questions you need them to answer in their description: 
a. Who did most of the explaining? 
b. Did you work mostly in groups or mostly on your own? 
c. When you got work back from the teacher what kind of feedback did you 

get? (Just a score/grade, problems checked right or wrong, written 
comments, verbal comments, no feedback, other,  

 
5. Did your school math classes work well to help you learn the math that you 

needed to be successful in your higher education and/or your day-to-day life?  Try 
to get a yes or no and an explanation. 

 



6. Does your child like math? Does he or she do well? (Remember you need yes/no 
answers.)  What if the answer depends on what teacher they have?? 

 
7. Describe a typical math class of your child (children).  (It is possible that some 

parents will not have a clue about their child’s instruction-if that is the case please 
record that because it is very telling.)Here are some questions you need them to 
answer in their description: 

a. Who does most of the explaining? 
b. Do they work mostly in groups or mostly on their own? 
c. What kind of feedback does your get child get from his or her teacher?   

 
8. Describe an ideal math class that you think would work well to support your 

child’s learning so they that will be successful in their higher education and their 
day-to-day life. 

 
9. How many math classes do you hope your child takes in high school?  Do you 

hope they take math classes in college? How much math do you think they need 
to be successful in life?   

 
10. Overall, if my child had the same school math experience that I had, I would be 

pleased. True or False. 
 
 
 
At the Teacher Leader Meeting 
The teacher leaders should conduct both interviews and record the results and bring the 
results to the teacher leader meeting where you will be preparing for the leadership 
institute.  At that meeting your group will compile your results in a spreadsheet, from all 
yes and no questions, all numeric questions and the true and false question.  Send the 
spreadsheet to June before May 8th and bring to the leadership institute.  Be sure to 
aggregate the data by male and female.  
 
What are the implications of the yes/no data, the numeric data and the true and false 
question for your work?  Please send five implications to June with the spreadsheet and 
bring them to the institute.  
 
Next, have a discussion about the descriptive questions. What are the implications of that 
information for your work? Please send five implications to June with the spreadsheet 
and bring them to the institute.  
 


