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Subject: Use of manipulatives for DSTEP 

Greetings one and all! 
I wanted to update everyone on the current status regarding the use of manipulatives for DSTEP 
testing.  As it stands now, manipulatives will not be allowed for use on the DSTEP math tests 
unless the student is on an IEP and the use of manipulatives is specified in the IEP as a test 
accommodation.  A consideration is the need for standard administration across the state which 
would then mean every classroom would have to have the same manipulatives available for 
student use at any given grade level so that all students have the same opportunity to perform on 
the test.  The manipulatives would have to be provided by either the state or the test contractor to 
ensure that all classrooms have the same tools for the test.  This alone is cost prohibitive under 
our current budget constraints for testing.   
  
Another major consideration is the fact that current items have not been developed and field 
tested with the use of manipulatives so that the use of manipulatives would impact the item 
statistics.  In this year's test, there are a number of items being field tested for the next version of 
the test and again have not been developed with the use of manipulatives in mind and the items 
are embedded within the test so that it is not feasible to allow manipulatives for those items as 
there will be several forms of the test being used so that more items can be field tested.    
  
The above issues were discussed at length with the current test contactor and DOE staff.  Also, 
there are very few items on the test at the 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade level that would be appropriate 
for the use of manipulatives other than the calculator which is allowed for all grade levels.  
Overall, the test is still more skill based than true rich problem solving in order to ensure the test 
is aligned with the state standards.  In order for the use of manipulatives to be effective in a 
testing situation, the items would need to be developed with the use of specific manipulatives in 
mind so that the manipulative is integral to the assessment of the concept.   
  
So to make a short answer long, the use of manipulatives are not allowed for the DSTEP.     :(   
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NAEP Coordinator 
Office of Curriculum, Technology, and Assessment 
SD Department of Education 
(605)773-3246 (phone) 
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