
From:  Dyk, Roxane   
 
Sent: Sunday, July 30, 2006 10:39 PM 
 
To: Berg, Rebecca J; Blum, Holly; Bosworth, Delesa; Carruthers, Thomas; 

Desirae Surat; Dvoracek, Todd R; Eide, Lisa; Gail Goehring; Gemar, 
Mark A; Hertz, Rose; Hodges, Debra; Jacobsen, Kristen (Gregory); Karst, 
Michelle; Mclaughlin, Connie; Muckey, Sheryl; Oftedahl, Jolene; Ogle, 
Deb; Opbroek, Sherry; Pick, Joleen; Sherman, Renee; Tom Carruthers; 
Vanoverschelde, Kelsey; Wangerin, Dodie; Westerman, Karen 

 
Subject: Ice breakers for your classroom 
 
 Some of you have e-mailed concerning some ideas for ice breakers. I did a 
search and found several websites (many I have used) which I have included below. 

 I do apologize for not giving ESA 3 the opportunity to create a 2-3 minute 
production last Friday (I wasn't sure what they wanted), you have probably figured 
out that I do not like the touchy feely activities such as "ice breakers":-((  But this 
was the one thing that I did every year with my students. I kind of did "ice 
breakers" the first few years, but really did them the last four years of teaching.  

(The paragraph below explains why ice breakers are so important.) 

  I did a couple the first day and one a day for the rest of the week. 

 Use ideas to get your students into groups like we used to get into groups 
during our week-long workshop in Spearfish, cards, colors, numbers etc. 

 I hope you find some activities that will work for you in your classroom. The 
first week will determine how the rest of the year will go. Even though we may say 
we do not have time, these activities will actually make everything else go faster. 

Warming up the Classroom Climate 

Although ice breakers can seem frivolous, they are an important first step to getting 
student buy-in. Unless a student is emotionally connected to school, they will lack 

motivation to learn. Fostering feelings of trust and acceptance is difficult, if not 
impossible, when students don't know each others' names.  

Here are a few icebreakers that you can use in your classroom. 
 

http://backtoschool.about.com/od/educatorscorner/a/icebreakers.htm 
 
 

http://backtoschool.about.com/od/educatorscorner/a/nonverbalmethod.htm 
 

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson131.shtml   good ideas, time 



capsule (kids really like this) 
 

http://www.meetingwizard.org/meetings/icebreakers.cfm 
 

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/classroom-management/teaching-
methods/6063.html?s37 

 
http://www.nwlink.com/~donclark/leader/icebreak.html 

 
http://www.lcc.edu/cte/resources/teachingettes/icebreakers.html 

 
Welcome letters to each student before school begins 

 
Class picnic so parents can meet you. 

 
Many of you will say as you read this, we are a small town everybody knows everybody, 
but the question I will ask you is do you know "your students" or do you know "their 
parents"? 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail 
 
 
Roxane (Leber) Dyk 
SD Counts-Math Specialist 
Region 3 ESA 
Box 228 
Platte, SD 57369 
605-337-2636 (W) 
605-337-2271 (F) 
605-207-0460 (C)  
sdesa.org 
 
 


