
US GOVERNMENT 
Mitchell High School 
 
Objective:  Explore, analyze, and review US Government concepts. 
 
GOVERNMENT TIC TAC TOE 
 
Background:  Will use this style of the old “Hollywood Squares” game to review US 
Government concepts in preparation for our comprehensive Final exam. 
 
Materials: List of 30 US Government questions related to class activities, White Board 
and Marker, 11 Desks 
 
Process:  Draw a large tic-tac-toe board on the White Board.  Choose a student to place 
the correct “X” and “O” on the board after the instructor gives the ok and verifies the 
answer. 
 
Place 9 student desks facing away from the White Board.  Ahead of the 3 X 3 rows, place 
2 desks facing forward to the Tic Tac Toe board. 
 
 
WHITE BOARD FACING CONTESTANTS 
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DIRECTIONS 



Flip to choose the person that will go first.  Have them choose a square, Instructor has list 
of concepts.  Provide the chosen square with the question or US Government concept.  
Student will explain the concept to the (Class) contestant.  The contestant will decide to 
agree or disagree with the response.  Correct response will give the contestant the square.  
All student are familiar with Tic Tac Toe.  If a player is unsuccessful, then no action is 
taken and just reverts to next player, given them an advantage to get TIC TAC TOE. 
 
IF IN CASE OF A TIE or CAT, then I just give the contestants a Current Events 
questions to break the tie. 
 
We were able to get all 30 kids in the class involved with 3 rounds, as well completed 
each of the 30 topics for reviews.  We had a current events quiz ready in case of 
additional questions were needed. 
 
 
COMMENTS 
 
Amazingly, very few kids ever heard of “Hollywood Squares” and actually had been 
years since I have seen the game show on  TV.  It would be fun for the kids to see the 
actual show.  Looking for a video tape of the TV game show.  Surprisingly, a success 
review, which sparked analysis, knowledge, and fun in the classroom. 



Topic 1: How did the enlightenment effect colonial 
thought? 

Topic 2: How did the American revolution begin? 

Topic 3: Are the ideas of the Declaration of 
Independence still valid today? 

Topic 4: Did the Articles of Confederation create a 
weak government or did it meet the needs of the 
nation? 

Topic 5: How did compromise help create a more 
unified nation at the second constitutional 
convention? 

Topic 6: How does our system of checks and 
balances help protect our rights? 

Topic 7: How does a bill become a law? 

Topic 8: Why do some consider our method of 
electing a President undemocratic? 

Topic 9: Why has the role of the President of the 
United States become so complex? 

Topic 10: How does the Supreme Court serve as the 
defender of the Constitution? 

Topic 11: How does the bill of rights protect our basic 
rights and liberties? 
 



Topic 12: Why can the Constitution be referred to as a 
"living" document? 

Topic 13: Can individuals have an impact on the 
problems of society? Give an Example! 

Topic 14: Why was the abolition of Slavery so hard to 
achieve? 

Topic 15: Who was to blame for the 

Topic 15: Why did the Union prevail in the Civil War? 

Civil War? 

Topic 16: How did the passage of the 19th 
amendment change America? 

Topic 18: Explain your rationale how  the Constitution of 
the US has  sustained since its ratification in 1789? 
 
Topic 19:  Explain the how the Checks and Balance works 
in America? 
 
Topic 20:  Explain the basis of Federalism? 
 
Topic 21:  Explain the value of the 1st Amendment to each 
American Citizen? 
 
Topic 22:  Explain the importance of Judicial review. 
 
Topic 23: Explain the importance of Popular Sovereignty? 
 



Topic 24:Explain the basics of majority rule and minority 
rights in America. 
 
Topic 25:Provide basic differences between Capitalism and 
Communism 
 
Topic 25:  Explain how the United States is stated to have a 
MIXED Economy 
 
Topic 26: Explain the basis of a limited government. 
 
Topic 27: Explain the basis of Due Process of the Law. 
 
Topic 28: Explain the role of the VicePresident. 
 
Topic 29: Explain how being a Governor can be the best 
preparation for the Presidency.   
 
Topic 30:  Explain the important role of the President’s 
Cabinet. Specific examples. 
 
Topic 31:  How does the Mass media help shape public 
agenda ? How does TV and the internet influence public 
behavior? 
 
Topic 32:  What Mandate’s should we expect from the next 
President of the USA? 
 
Topic 33: How can the Government assist in the lowering 
prices of Gasoline and other goods? 
 


