
 

PowerUp! Instructional Unit 
Unit Plan Title:  Meet the Characters in the Odyssey 
 Developed by:  Kay Smidt 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Summarize, analyze, examine, conduct, create 

Grade Level:     
9 

Length of Unit: 
 
1 week 

Standard(s):  What standards will provide the focus for this unit? Choose one or two. 
 
1. 9.LVS.1.2  Students can implement organizational methods for informative presentations. 
 
2. 9.LVS.1.4  Students can support a presentation with audio/visual aids and technology 
considering audience and purpose. 
 
Essential Questions:  What essential questions will focus this unit? 
  
 1.  Why does Homer’s  The Odyssey remain a classic of literature? 

 
2.   What were the differences between the mortals and immortals in The Odyssey? 
 
Content: What topics do students need to know? Skills:  What should students be able to do? 

   
  Students will need to know:     
 

- The legendary cause of the Trojan 
War 

- The gods’ anger at Odysseus 
because they were on the side of 
Tory and Odysseus was not 

- The Greeks’ belief that the gods not 
only took an interest in human affairs 
but also behaved in recognizably 
human ways, getting involved in their 
own quarrels and jealousies 

- The gods’ decision to punish 
Odysseus for his part in the Trojan War 
by forcing him to suffer many 
hardship before he returns home 

 
 

 
Students will need to be able to: 
 

- Summarize the actions of the gods and 
goddesses 

- Summarize the actions of Odysseus 
- Analyze the reasons for the actions of 

the gods, goddesses and Odysseus 
- Examine the strengths and weaknesses 
       of Odysseus’ leadership qualities 
- Conduct research on a character 
- Make a slide show 
- Create a recording 

 
   



Assessment(s):  What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

Performance Tasks, Projects:  Students will create a slide show (with voice and background music) 
 
Quizzes, Tests, Academic Prompts: Students will complete a study guide over the introduction to The 
Odyssey. 
Students will take two quizzes: one quiz over Books 9,10 and 12;  one quiz over Books 21-23. 
 
Informal observations/discussions/interviews:   The teacher will conduct a daily check of student 
progress as the slide show is being created.  The teacher will hold one-on-one discussions with each 
student about his/her choice of pictures, information, passage from the text, and background music. 
 
Student Self-Assessment: The teacher will give the student a rubric prior to the student’s creation of the 
slide show so that the student knows what components the slide show should include. 

 
 

 
 
Technology Integration:  How is technology used to add value to the learning process? 
 
Students will listen to an audiotape of selected portions of The Odyssey. 
 
Students will use laptops to search the Internet for pictures and information about the characters in The 
Odyssey. 
 
Students will use laptops, along with Power Point or Photo Story, to create a slide show of characters in The 
Odyssey.  
 
Students will use microphones to add a recording of selected portions of The Odyssey. The  recordings will play 
simultaneously with the slide show. 
 
Students may use Photo Story to add background music. 
 
Students will share the completed project with the class via the wireless projector. 
 
 
Materials: 
 
The text of The Odyssey 
 
The audiotape of The Odyssey 
 
Laptop computers 
 
Microphones 
 
Wireless projector 
 
 
Modifications: 



Far Below Standard 
 

Students could read  the 
Illustrated Classic  ( or 
some other simplified 
version) of  the text of The 
Odyssey 
 
Students could record 
the simplified text rather 
than the original text 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approaching Standard 
 

Students could create 
fewer slides for the slide 
show 
 
 
Students could create 
the slide show but add 
text in place of recording 
voice 
 
Students could create 
the slide show but not 
add the background 
music 
 
 

Meeting Standard 
 
Students could import 
music from a source 
other than Photo Story 

Exceeding Standard 
 
Students could compare 
and contrast the role of a  
specific god or goddess 
in The Odyssey with that 
same god’s or goddess’s 
role in a different myth 

 


