
 

Differentiated Instruction Lesson Plan 
Unit Plan Title:  Our World Literature Class’s “ World’s Fair” 
 Developed by:  Kay Smidt, Menno Public School 33-2, Menno, SD 
Subject Area:  Interdisciplinary, but with an 
emphasis on world literature 
 

Grade Level:     
12 

Length of Unit 
3-4 weeks  (can be 
shortened if your schedule 
doesn’t allow for this  
much time to be spent on 
the unit 

Standards:   
 
12.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level 
text. 
 
 
12.R.4.1 Students can evaluate the depiction of human 
experience in literary works from diverse cultures, locations, 
and time periods. 
 
12.R.5.1 Students can synthesize information from multiple 
sources to analyze issues and to make decisions for research. 
 
12.LVS.1.3 Students can narrate a multimedia presentation 
that combines text, images, and sounds to reflect, to inform, to 
persuade, or to entertain. 
 
 
 
Essential Question: 
 

1. How do the government, customs, religious beliefs, educational system, climate, economy, lifestyles, 
recreation, etc, influence the native literature of a country? 

 
 
Content: What topics do students need to know? Skills:  What should students be able to do? 

- The government, customs, religious beliefs, 
educational system, climate, economy, 
lifestyles, recreation, etc. of the student’s 
selected country (gathered via research) 

- Letter writing skills to use in correspondence 
with an epal from the student’s selected 
country 

 -  Slide show creation skills for part of the exhibit 
-   Other possible components of an exhibit 

 

- Use search engines to access  and research 
the student’s country of choice 

- Analyze how the government, customs, 
religious beliefs, climate,  economy, lifestyles, 
recreation, etc. are reflected in the native 
literature of the student’s country of choice 

- Compose well-written letters with content that 
can be understood with an epal from the 
student’s selected country 

- Design an educational, visually appealing  
exhibit which includes a slide show along with other 
components of the student’s choice  
   



Assessment(s):   
 
- The teacher will informally assess each student’s letter writing skills in correspondence with 
    his/her epal 
- The teacher will give the student a copy of the rubric that will be used for grading the 
   slide show prior to the student’s creation of the slide show. http://soli.inav.net/~rpmic/iowa/rubrics/ssrub.htm  
    Following creation of the slide show, the teacher will grade it according to the criteria of the rubric. 

- The teacher will give the student a copy of the rubric to be used for the exhibit.  
- http://www.parker.org/Homepage/senior_project_exhibition_rubric.htm  
Following the creation of the exhibit, the teacher will grade it according to the criteria of the rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning the Learning Experiences:  What teaching and learning experiences will equip students to 
demonstrate the targeted standards? 
 

- Each student will each either select or be assigned a country to research.  The student will be given a 
list of areas of study about that country that he/she will be required to find, such as government, 
dominant religions, educational system, customs and traditions, climate, lifestyle, recreation, etc.  In 
addition, each student will have the opportunity to supplement the required information with other 
information about the country that he/she finds particularly interesting. 

- The student will use the world literature textbook to find selections written by authors who represent the 
country that he/she has chosen to research. The student will analyze how the information gathered 
through his/her research helps to explain the content of the literature of that country. 

- The student will, with the help of the teacher, register to be connected to an epal from the student’s 
selected country,  Provided that an epal can be found for the student, the student will correspond with 
that epal on a regular basis, using that epal as a primary source as the student conducts his/her 
research. 

- The student will prepare an exhibit about his/her country to share as part of  a world literature class 
project that will take the form of a “world’s fair” to which middle school students will be invited. The 
exhibit will need to educate the viewers about the areas of study of the student’s selected country. 
Exhibits may also include maps (See the website http://unforkids.com/countriesall.php for maps), 
traditional foods, games, clothing, artifacts, etc. as chosen by the student. 

 
Technology Integration:   
 
Students will conduct research using the Internet. 
Students will correspond with a pen pal from the student’s selected country, if possible. 
Students will create an exhibit that includes a slide show. 
 
 
 



Materials: 
- World literature textbook (I currently use the world literature text that is part of the 
      Literature and the Language Arts series in the EMC Masterpiece Series.) 
- Computer with Internet access and Power Point  
- Projector 
Note:  Other materials needed will vary for each student, as dictated by what the student chooses to 
present in his/her exhibit. 

 
Modifications: 

Far Below Standard 
 

The student will research 
5 of the 10 suggested 
areas of study about 

his/her country. 
 

The student will create a 
slide show covering these 

5 areas of study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approaching Standard 
 

The student will research  
7-8 of the 10 suggested 
area s of study about 

his/her country. 
 

The student will create a 
slide show covering these 

7-8 areas of study 
 

Meeting Standard 
 

The student will research 
all of the 10 suggested 
areas of study about 

his/her country. 
 

The student will create a 
slide show covering these 

10 areas of study 
 

Exceeding Standard 
 

The student will research 
all of the10 suggested 
areas of study about 

his/her country and will 
choose at least 3 

additional interesting 
areas of study. 

 
The student will create a 
slide show covering all 

these areas of study 
 
 
 

 


