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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
Students to an individual inventory of their personalities, goals, plans, and family 
heritage and create a coat of arms to visually depict them.     
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
10.LVS.1.4 Students can clarify and defend positions with precise and 

relevant evidence in a formal presentation or speech. 
10.LVS.1.5 Students can monitor audience for nonverbal feedback and adjust 

delivery in a formal presentation or speech. 
10.LVS.1.6 Students can evaluate the relationship among purpose, audience, 

and content of speeches or presentations. 
 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 

10LVS1.4 I can answer questions about my choices and offer logical and 
emotional evidence to support them. 

10LVS.1.5 I can watch my peers' reaction to my presentation and change my 
delivery to maintain their interest. 



10LVS.1.6 I understand what I must do to complete the assignment and how 
to explain it to my peers in a formal speech. 

 
 
 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 Students have a picture of themselves, their family and their future. 
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
How can I describe myself using symbols, colors, and images? 
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
They will acquire personal knowledge of themselves and their classmates 
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
Some students with low self esteem may think they have nothing to offer.  the 
questionaire helps give them something to go on and can be a visual depiction of 
their value and worth.   
 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

self assesment 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
rough draft with ideas, formal coat of arms, two minute presentation of coat of 
arms to classmates 
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
      
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
Rubric- based on assignment and formal speech describing the final product 
 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
 Through written and creative tasks, I will develop a better understanding of my 
students and I personally feel that knowing them well helps me to create tasks that 
will not only help them succeed but be interesting and exciting. 
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 
 
All About Me 
Please complete the following statements truthfully and completely to get a 
current snapshot of yourself  
 
1. If I were any animal, I’d be a(n) _____________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________ 
2. If I were a bird, I’d be a(n) 
____________________________________________ because 



__________________________________________________________________
___________ 
3. If I were an insect, I’d be a(n) 
__________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
___________ 
4. If I were a flower, I’d be a(n) 
__________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
___________ 
5. If I were a tree, I’d be a(n) 
_____________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
6. If I were a piece of furniture, I’d be a(n) 
__________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
7. If I were a musical instrument, I’d be a(n) 
_________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
8. If I were a building, I’d be a(n) 
_________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
___________ 
9. If I were a car, I’d be a(n) 
______________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
10. If I were a street, I’d be a(n) 
___________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
___________ 
11. If I were a state, I’d be 
________________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
12. If I were a foreign country, I’d be 
_______________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
13. If I were a game, I’d be 
________________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 



14. If I were a tape or CD, I’d be 
___________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
15. If I were a TV show, I’d be 
_____________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
16. If I were a movie, I’d be 
_______________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
17. If I were a food, I’d be 
_________________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
18. If I were an article of clothing, I’d be a(n) 
_________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
19. If I were any color, I’d be 
_______________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
20. If I were any shape, I’d be a(n) 
___________________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
21. If I could live anywhere, it would be 
_______________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
______________ 
22. If I could travel anywhere, it would be to 
___________________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________________
______________ 
23. I am a unique individual because 
_________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
______________ 
24. My family is unique because 
_________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
______________ 
 
 



 
In ________ years, I hope to achieve a ...which 
means____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________  
When I join my classmates for graduation,I will feel 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________  
25. My current plans beyond high school are to 
_________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
__________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
26. My favorite family tradition is _____________________ 
because_______________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
__________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
 
 

6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
The rubric changes but is based on having the basic six elements of a coat of 
arms represented using heraldic symbols, modern symbols or both.  The 
rubric for the short speech must have an formal outline and must be 2-3 
minutes in length.  I usually develop the basic rubric and work with students 
to determine point values and letter grade equivilants.  When they 
participate in the process of creating a rubric, I find the grades are overall 
higher because they have ownership of what is important and how important 
it is.



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

      
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 

access to computers and internet, time in class to work on projects, models of 
each project for students to peruse, basic art supplies and color printer 
 

3. Classroom Management: 
 

      
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

. 
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

minimal lecture and formal presentation- mainly hands on researching and 
creating  
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 

      
 

3. Differentiated Product: 
 

Coat of Arms, an artistic depiction of the student 
 


