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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
Students present a book talk through the use of oral communication and symbols found in 
a book of his/her choice. 
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
• 9.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level 

text. 
9.R.3.1 Students can analyze an author’s use of literary 
elements in fiction. 
10.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level 
text. 
10.R.3.1 Students can analyze an author’s style. 
10.R.4.1 Students can determine the author’s purpose in 
 
, geographical, and historical texts. 
11.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level 
text. 
11.R.2.1 Students can analyze how diction affects the 
interpretation of text. 
11.R.3.1 Students can analyze and explain literary devices 



within text. 
11.R.4.1 Students can analyze a text within cultural, 
geographical, and historical context. 
12.R.2.1 Students can evaluate how style affects the meaning of 
text. 
12.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level 
text. 
12.R.3.1 Students can evaluate text for the author’s style. 
12.R.4.1 Students can evaluate the depiction of human 
experience in literary works from diverse cultures, locations, 
and time periods. 
 

 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 
• I can read using accuracy, rate, phrasing, and expression (fluently) to 

comprehend grade-level text. 
I can examine the parts as to determine the nature of the whole (analyze) an 

author's use of the commonly accepted structures that contribute to the whole of a text 
(literary elements). 
I can read using accuracy, rate, phrasing, and expression (fluently) to 

comprehend grade-level text. 
I can show what is known (analyze) an author’s choice and arrangement of 

words (style). 
I can figure out (determine) the author’s intent (purpose) in works from a 

variety of cultural groups (multicultural), geographical, and historical written 
materials (texts). 

I can state orally or in writing how the word choice (diction) influences 
(affects) the interpretation of a text. 

I can read using accuracy, rate, phrasing, and expression (fluently) to 
comprehend grade-level text. 

I can to separate into parts to determine the nature of the whole (analyze) and 
to make plain (explain) techniques used to enhance a text (literary devices) within 
text. 

I can examine the parts so as to determine the nature of the whole (analyze) a 
written work (text) within age, gender, religion, ethnicity, and ways of life (cultural) 
geographical and historical framework (context). 

 
 
 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 Students will gain an understanding of the elements of fiction, analyze a piece of 
literature, and understand the author's purpose. 
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
What makes a book good? 
  
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
The students will gain an understanding of the six elements of fiction and how 
they apply to a novel.   
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
The students will bring their knowledge of reading strategies and an interest for 
the book they have chosen to this project. 
 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

A prereading worksheet will be completed by the student that includes all the 
information about the book (author, title, publisher, date of publication) as well as 
a prediction for the book. 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
The students will read a novel of their choice.  The student will create a book talk 
that will be approximately 5 - 7 minutes in length. 
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
The students will present a book talk to the class that will be approximately 5 - 7 
minutes in length. 
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
Posters and objects brought to the book talk will be assessed as a part of the 
presentation. 
 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
The formative assessment will allow the instructor to guage what areas of fiction 
the students do not understand or have mastered.  The instructor can then go back 
and reteach or go on to another concept.  As the students present their book talk, 
the instructor will be able to question them about the six elements of fiction that 
pertain to the novel and guage the understanding of that element by the students. 
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 
Students are asked to assess themselves as well as other students in order to show 
their understanding of the elements of fiction. 
 



6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
  
  
SPEED BOOK TALK RUBRIC 
 Criteria Rating Quality 
Did the presenter grab your attention? 0 1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 Creative beginning Boring 
beginning No beginning 
Did they tell what kind of book? 0 1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 Told exactly what type of book it is
 Not sure, not clear Didn't mention it 
Did they tell you something about the main character? 0 1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Included 
facts about character Slid over character Did not tell anything about 
main character 
Did they  mention the setting? 0 1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 Tells when and where story takes 
place Not sure, not clear Didn't mention setting 
Did they tell one interesting part? 0 1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 Made it sound interesting - I want 
to buy it! Told part and skipped on to something else Forgot to do 
it 
Did they tell who might like this book? 0 1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 Did tell  Skipped over 
it Forgot to tell 
How did their presentation poster look? 0 1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 Included a lot of great 
graphics, words, and items from the book. Included some graphics, words 
and items from the book. Didn’t include a lot of graphics, words, or items 
from the book. 
Did they sound enthusiastic about their book? 0 1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Clear, strong, 
cheerful voice that showed enthusiasm for the book. No expression in 
voice, but they said they liked the book. Didn’t seem to care about the book 
one way or the other. 



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

1.  Choose a novel. 
2.  Complete before reading worksheet. 
3.  Read the novel. 
4.  Prepare a book talk. 
5.  Present the book talk in class several times. 
6.  Score book talks by other students. 
7.  Complete a self-evaluation. 
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 

Novels 
Poster board 
objects found in the books 
worksheets 
scorecards 
timer and bell  
 

3. Classroom Management: 
 

Students move from one speaker to another and mark his/her scorecard 
appropriately.  When the bell rings, the students move on to the next presenter.  
Once all the presenters have finished, the next group begins presenting their book 
talks until all of them have finished. 
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

Time management is extremely important for the students so that all the book 
talks can be completed in a timely manner. 
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

1.  Students should choose a book that he/she will be interested in reading on or 
above their reading level. 
2.  Students will read the book within a week. 
3.  Students will create a book talk center that includes items that might have been 
talked about in his/her book. 
4.  Students will depict the setting by creating a poster for his/her desk as a part of 
his/her presentation. 
5.  Students will bring the book and display it on his/her desk. 
6.  Students will have 5 - 7 minutes to convince the “date” to read his/her book.   
7.  Studnets will evaluate his/her book through completing a book report form. 
 
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 
1.  Every student  has chosen a book that they will be interested in at or above their 
reading level that will differ from other students in the class. 
2.  The teacher should encourage them to challenge themselves and their reading ability 
daily. 
3.  Special attention should be given to bring out that unique perspective that they took 
away from the novel of his/her choice.  
4.Each individual's unique capacities and interests should be applauded by the teacher as 
he/she completes reading the novel of his/her choice. 
5. The individual book talks should be a celebration of that student's unique perspective 
of the novel that he/she decided to share with the class. 

 
3. Differentiated Product: 

 
These Speed Book Talks should be as different as the students are one from 
another. Each represents the students' perspective on the novels he/she chose, 
his/her ability to create a presentation using symbols and a poster to best reflect 
what he/she learned from the novel, and his/her ability to share it with an 
audience within a time limit. 
 


