
Geography                               Orange Block - 10/13/2007 
 

UNIT 4 
ENVIRONMENT, PEOPLES, and CULTURES 

LESSON #3 
Cause and Effect: World Population & Resources 

 
REFLECTED STATE STANDARD(S) 

9-12.G.1.1. 
9-12.G.1.2. 
9-12.G.2.1. 
9-12.G.2.2. 
9-12.G.2.3. 

 
PRE-LESSON ACTIVITES 

1. Collect 4.1 review and critical thinking activity (developed and developing 
countries) 

2. Get set-up on laptops 
3. Inform students that today’s lesson may not be completed today.  If so, it will be 

concluded next class period.  
 

 
OBJECTIVE(s) 
Students will be able to: 

1. Distinguish between developed countries and developing countries. 
2. Examine the challenges that rapid population growth brings to the world. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Last class period we talked about environmental issues.  As a media connection to the last 
lesson, show news footage of the recent fuel oil spills in San Francisco and Russia.  
Begin with using the question……what is one of the 2 major ways we talked about how 
water becomes polluted?  Last, ask what challenges will San Francisco and Russian 
natives encounter? 
 
 
INSTRUCTION 

1. Central Inteligence Angecy (C.I.A.) Website 
      World Fact Book Internet Activity (using laptops) 

*   Partner up (I will randomly select partners) 
*   Provide partners with the handout (see attachment) 
*   Review terms from last class (Using PowerPoint and Projector) 

- Population Density 
- Population Distribution 
- Growth Rate (includes birthrate and death rate) 
- Migration Rate 
- Developed Country and Developing Country 

*   Cover handout, and show C.I.A. website and how to navigate it.  Inform 
     students that not all information will be found in the C.I.A. website.  They 
     may have to research it. 
*   Have partners complete handout and turn in their work.  While waiting for 
     all groups to finish, have students work on 10.2 review. 



*  Inform students they will have 20 minutes to complete the activity before 
    we move on.  If unable to complete, it will become an assignment. 
 
*  NOTE:  I have 4 Special Education students in this class that will find 
    challenges with this activity, so I will be working with all four of them in a 
    learning center format.  

 
2. Interactive Discussion: Distribution of the World’s Resources in Comparison 

to the Distribution of the World’s People. 
*   The class will be divided according to the population distribution for each 
     Continent.  The assigned number of students should stand in their 
     designated place with their country’s poster board.  These numbers are for 
     a class of 28 students. 

-  Asia = 59% which is 17 students 
-  Africa = 11% which is 3 students  
-  Europe = 16% which is 4 students  
-  North America = 8% which is 2 students  
-  South America = 5.5% which is 1 student  
-  Australia = .5% which is ½ a student (have 1 student bend over) 
-  Antarctica=0% which is 0 students 

     *   Discuss the population distribution in terms of area for each continent.  
          Have the students list the factors that help determine population 
          distribution.  Also list the challenges each continent might face in terms of 
          population distribution.  
     *   Tell the students that you will now list the distribution of food production. 
          Use small candy bars to represent percentages of food production.  

-  Asia = 36% or 9 candy bars (give these students 9 candy bars) 
-  Europe = 31% or 8 candy bars 
-  North America = 16% or 4 candy bars  
-  South America = 9% or 2 candy bars 
-  Africa = 7% or 1 candy bars  
-  Australia = 1% or ½ candy bar 
-  None for Antarctica  

                 *   Discuss the distribution of the world’s food and the factors and challenges 
                      each continent faces because of it.  List the factors and challenges on the 
                      board. 
                 *   The last is the wealth of each continent.  Use pennies to represent wealth. 

-  Asia = 13% or 3 pennies  
-  Africa = 2 % or ½ penny  
-  Europe = 30% or 8 pennies  
-  North America = 35% or 9 pennies  
-  South America = 14% or 4 pennies  
-  Australia = 5% or 1 penny 
-  None for Antarctica  

                 *   Again discuss the distribution of the world’s wealth and the factors and 
                      challenges each continent faces because of it.  List the factors and 
                      challenges on the board. 
 
 
EVALUATION 

1. C.I.A. World Fact Book Handout 
2. Distribution Discussion 



CLOSURE 
Inform the students what they have learned today by reviewing the objectives and asking 
if there are any further questions. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT 

1. C.I.A. Activity (if not finished) 
2. 10.2 review (if not finished) 
3. Students should read one current news story about population and summarize it in 

one paragraph.  Bring a copy of the news story with the summary. 
 
 
RESOURCES 

1. Laptops 
2. Fox News report about fuel oil spills in California and Russia 
3. www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-fastbook/index.html  
4. C.I.A. handout (with lesson plan) 
5. 7 poster boards with the name of each continent written on it 
6. 30 candy bars 
7. 30 pennies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Developed or Developing Countries: 
Using Population and Resource Distribution 

 
 
NAME___________________________ COUNTRY__________________________ 
 
Directions 
Using the link – www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-fastbook/index.html and 
Google, research the following questions below to determine the classification of your 
country. 
 
(CIA) What is the population of your country? 
 
 
(Google) What is the population density of your country? 
 
 
(Google) List 3-5 factors explaining the population distribution of your country, either 
within its boundaries, or as a comparison to the rest of the world. 
 
 
 
 
(CIA) What is the birthrate?  What is the death rate?  Using the birthrate and death rate, 
what is the natural growth rate of your country? 
 
 
(CIA) What is the migration rate of your country? 
 
 
(CIA) What is the unemployment rate of your country? 
 
 
(CIA) Read about your country’s “economy overview”. 
 
 
Based off information we discussed last class period, and the questions above, make a 
hypothesis on whether your country is a developed or developing country.  Defend it. 
 
 
 
 
 
Using internet research, check your hypothesis.  What is the actual classification of your 
country, and why? 
 
 
 
 
 


