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THE STOCK MARKET CRASH & THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

Life During the Depression 
Lesson #4 

 
STANDARD(S) ADDRESSED 

9-12.US.1.1. 
9-12.US.2.2. 
9-12.US.2.3. 

 
PRE-LESSON ACTIVITIES:  Previous lessons assessment and/or re-teaching 

1. Correct 13.2 worksheet 
2. Basketball quiz game over sections 1 (Causes of the Great Depression) and 2 

(The Dream on Hold) 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES:  Lesson objectives and sub-objectives 
Students will be able to illustrate life during the Great Depression by: 

1. Explaining how people coped with the sacrifices and hardships of the 
Depression. 

2. Describing the innovations and methods of escape that changed people’s 
lifestyles in the 1930’s. 

3. Describing art and literature movements that highlighted themes of social 
reforms. 

 
INTRODUCTION:  Focus, anticipatory set, motivation 

1. Show scene from “Gone with the Wind” – the popular scene…”frankly my 
dear, I don’t give a damn”, and Titanic – the popular scene…”I’m king of the 
world”.  Explain the connection: 

*  Civil War novel turned in to a movie during the Great Depression 
    (highest viewed movie of all time). 
*  Titanic connection - - - Titanic is the highest grossing film of all 
    time…only because of inflation: otherwise “Gone with the Wind”    

                            would have been. 
*  The book & movie was a way of escape and allowed people to forget 
    the ordeals of the Depression.  

 
INSTRUCTIONAL INPUT:  Teaching procedures and student activities   

1. Life During the Depression “County Fair” 
*  To understand life during the Depression, I will have students work 
    through various stations that will depict various concepts/themes during 
    the 1930’s.  Using a handout that will guide them, students will spend 
    10 minutes at each station engaged in various activities.   



    The stations will be: 
 >  Automobile Craze    (Computer Station) 
  -  Status Symbol 
 >  Monopoly Board Game  (Board Game Visual Station) 
  -  Escape Through Entertainment 
 >  The Silver Screen   (TV Station) 
  -  Escape Through Entertainment 

>  Golden Age of Radio  (Computer Station) 
 -  Escape Through Entertainment 

 >  Literature    (Book Station) 
 -  Voices That Would Not Be Still 
>  Arts: Documentary Photography (Computer/Photo Station) 
 -  Voices That Would Not Be Still 

 
EVALUATION:  Checking for understanding and lesson assessment 

1. Observation 
2. Dip-Sticking 
3. Life During the Depression “County Fair” Handout that will be handed in. 
4. Have students listen to the song “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” (recorded 

during the Depression) and have them write down on a piece of paper how the 
song relates to the mood of the people of the 1930’s (hand it in). 

 
CLOSURE:  Lesson summation and learner participation 

1. Review today’s objectives and ask students if they have any final questions. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS:  Independent practice and homework 

1. Provide 13.3 worksheet (due next class) 
2. Study for test (next class)…we will play review baseball before the test. 

 
RESOURCES:  Equipment, material, teaching aids 

1. 13.2 worksheet answer key 
2. Bank of questions and basketball kit for section 1 & 2 quiz game 
3. Movie: Gone with the Wind 
4. Movie: Titanic 
5. County Fair Handout (Students) 
6. County Fair Handout (Stations) 
7. Three Laptop Computers and Two PCs 
8. TV 
9. Book: Gone with the Wind 
10. Book: Grapes of Wrath 
11. Monopoly Game  

 12. Internet Sites 
  *  http://info.detnews.com/joyrides/story/index.cfm?id=140 
  *  http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexdepression.htm 
  *  http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/life_20.html 

13.  Song: Somewhere Over the Rainbow - - - Wizard of Oz movie or online. 


