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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
What would happen if 25% of the people in your town lost their jobs?  What if the banks 
also lost most peopls savings, and there was no relief or help from the government?  This 
is what many Americans faced in the beginning of the 1930s.  We will study the cause 
and effect events from the prosperity of the 1920’s, to the stock market crash of 1929, to 
the Great Depression of the 1930s that most people were unprepared for.  This lesson 
shows how people coped with the sacrifices and hardship of the Depression by 
innovations and methods of  "escape."  
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
9-12.US.1.1. 
          Students are able to explain the cause-effect relationships and legacy        
          that distinguish significant historical periods from Reconstruction to the 
          present 
                    *  Explain the factors that led to the Great Depression 
9-12.US.2.2. 
          Students are able to describe the causes and effects of cultural, 
          economic, religious, politcal, and social reform movements on the 
          development of the U.S. 
                   *  Political movements 



                   *  Economic movements 
                   *  Social reform movements 
9-12.US.2.3. 
          Students are able to identify the influnences of local groups on 
          settlement patterns of South Dakota and the Great Plains Region 
                   *  Farming 
                   *  Migration 
 
 

 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 

9-12.US.1.1. 
          What caused the Great Depression and what was it's impact? 
9-12.US.2.2. 
          What affect did the Great Depression have upon the political, economic 
          and social movements? 
9-12.US.2.3. 
          How did the Great Depression change the way buisnesses operated and 
          people lived in South Dakota and the Great Plains Region? 
 

 
 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 A.  How people coped with the sacrifices and hardships of the Depression.  As 
                  much as the time was tough, and that although the times were tough, there was 
                  still hope. 
 
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
A.  How did people cope with the Depression?  Did those things work? 
B.  Did the American people have hope?   
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
A.  Students will be able to explain how people coped with the sacrifices and 
      hardships of the Depression. 
B.  Students will be able to desribe the innovations and methods of escape that 
      changed people's lifestyles in the 1930's. 
C.  Students will be able to describe art and literature movements that highlighted 
      themes of social reforms. 
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
The title given to the era of the 1930's (The Great Depression) provides the 
students a general understanding of what life was like during this time.  Students 
understand that this was a time of great economic hardship for the United States.  
However, they do no fully understand the details of the Great Depression's impact 
on politics, farming, migration, business, banking and the family structure. 
 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

This is the forth of five lesson, therefore, no pre-assesment tools will be used. 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
To understand life during during the Depression, I will have students work 
through various stations that will depict various concepts/themes during the 
1930's.  Using a handout that will guide them, students will spend 10-15 minutes 
(block scheduling) at each station engaged in various activites. 
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
No summative assessments will be used for this particular lesson.  However, test 
questions from this lesson will be asked. 
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
The formative assessments that will be used in this lesson are observation and 
"dip sticking" while students are participating in the various stations.  In addition, 
the handout that guides the students through the stations has questions that must 
be completed for understanding.  Finally, I will students listen to the song 
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" (recorded during the Depression) and have them 
write how the song relates to the mood of the people of the 1930's.  
 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
I will use formative assessment and feedback to redirect and focus instruction to 
improve student acheivement by looking at each students understanding and 
reactions to the way people struggled and coped during the 1930's.  By doing this, 
I can create instructional strategies that meets the needs of each student. 
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 



I don't believe this lesson has any student self-assessment. 
 

6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
     



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

A.  Life During the Depression "County Fair" (stations)  - See lesson 
B.  "Somwhere Over the Rainbow" analysis 
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 

A.  Movie scenes from "Gone with the Wind and Titanic 
B.  County Fair handout for the students 
C.  County Fair handout for each station 
D.  6 laptops 
E.  TV 
F.  Books: Gone with the Wind and Grapes of Wrath 
G.  Monoply Board Game 
H.  Internet Sites (see lesson) 
I.    Song: Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
 
 

3. Classroom Management: 
 

This lesson incorporates a combination of individual and group work at each 
station 
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

N/A 
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

The differentiated process of this lesson consists of student movement from 
station to station.  In addition, each station uses different materials, equipment and 
strategies that meets the needs of different learning styles  
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 

The differentited content of this lesson consist of laptops, TV, books, songs, 
pictures, board games, art, etc. 
 

3. Differentiated Product: 
 

I am using a differentiated product for this lesson because there are many ways 
people coped with the Depression, so it allows for varied instructional strategies 
that can meet the needs of all the learning styles in the classroom 
 


