
 
Mr. Grimsley – Ethan Frome   Name ________________________ 
Ethan Frome in a Dozen Different Ways  Period________________________ 
 
Directions:  Each person must choose from the list below following the instructions fully for 
full credit.  Projects #5 and #12 may be completed in a group of 2 or 3.  You must reach the 
point total listed below to have that score entered for your individual work on the novel. 
 

A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points D=2 points 
 
 
1.  (1 pt.)Locate two passages of extended metaphor (other than the sample given).  Write them 
down and write a brief explanation of each.  Here is a sample on page 14 comparing the winter 
weather to a military attack on the community:  
 

When I had been there a little longer, and had seen the phase of crystal clearness followed by long stretches of sunless cold; when the 
storms of February had pitched their white tents about the devoted village and the wild cavalry of March winds had charged down to their 
support; I began to understand why Starkfield emerged from its six months’ siege like a starved garrison capitulating without quarter.  
Twenty years earlier the means of resistance must have been far fewer, and the enemy in command of almost all the lines of access between 
the beleaguered villages; and, considering these things, I felt the sinister force of Harmon’s phrase: “Most of the smart ones get away.”) 

 
2.  (1 pt.) In Chapter 4, Ethan passes the Frome family cemetery plot and notices this epitaph: 

 
"SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF ETHAN FROME AND ENDURANCE HIS WIFE, 

WHO DWELLED TOGETHER IN PEACE FOR FIFTY YEARS." 
 

Write a suitable epitaph (one page minimum - double spaced – 12 point font) for Ethan based on 
what you know about his life and his marriage to Zeena. Present your epitaph artistically so that it 
can be displayed in the classroom. 
 
3.  (1 pt.) Write a lead article for the Starksfield Bulletin, a local newspaper, (one page minimum – 
double spaced – 12 point font) giving an objective account of Mattie and Ethan's accident. 
 
4.  (1 pt.) Review descriptions of Ethan's farmhouse. Draw a blueprint or architectural drawing of the 
farmhouse. Neatness is a must. 
 
5.  (2 pt.) Mattie and Dennis Eady dance a Virginia reel at the church dance in Chapter 1. Find out 
about the dance steps and music typically associated with the Virginia reel. Teach the class the 
dance. This assignment can only be completed once for the class – clear it with Mr. Grimsley. 
 
6.  (2 pt.) You are the head writer for a popular soap opera. As the Seasons Turn, which is set in the 
present time in the fictional town of Starkfield, Massachusetts. Write a script (three page minimum 
- double spaced – 12 point font) for one episode of the soap opera, bringing to life a dramatic 
incident borrowed from the novel. Your script must include dialog for Ethan, Zeena, Mattie, and 
other characters as well as suggestions for costumes, lighting, music, and stage sets.  
 
 
 



 
7.  (2 pt.) A tragic hero is defined as a "character whose basic goodness and superiority are marred 
by a tragic flaw-pride, ambition, or poor judgment-that leads to the hero's downfall." Write a critical 
essay (one page minimum – double spaced – 12 point font) stating whether you agree or disagree 
that Ethan is a tragic hero. Cite details from the novel to support your decision.  
 
8.  (2 pt.) Write a comparison contrast essay (one page minimum – double spaced – 12 point font) to 
examine similarities and differences between Zeena and Mattie on one of the topics listed.  Be sure 
to provide details, quotes, and examples in your comparison. Topics: A) Zeena's and Mattie's 
attitudes toward life B) Their roles as woman of the late 19th century C) Their age, appearance, and 
dress D) Their treatment of Ethan and each other. 
  
9.  (2 pt.) The critic Lional Trilling writes that in Ethan Frome "..a perpetuity of suffering 
memorializes a moment of passion." How often do the newspapers carry stories of catastrophes that 
resulted from one poor decision, one abdication of responsibility, or one moment of passion?  Create 
a collage of articles (5 minimum) that you feel demonstrate the above on the back give a brief 
explanation of each.  
 
10.  (2 pt.) Think about other novels you have read and stories you have heard where the action 
taken or the decision made in a moment of passion has led to long-term suffering and regret. In an 
essay, compare those stories and novels with Ethan Frome (one page minimum – double spaced – 12 
point font).  
 
11.  (3 pt.) The characters from Ethan Frome are affected by the isolation of life in a rural area 
during the winter. Using a psychology book, a health textbook, or another resource, research the 
importance of having social relationships and the emption, physical, and social effects of isolation on 
an individual. Then write a short case study to examine how isolation affects either Ethan, Zenna, or 
Mattie (one page minimum – double spaced – 12 point font). Present your case study to the class.  

12.  (3 pt.) The critic Lionel Trilling wrote the following concerning Ethan Frome: "There is in 
Ethan Frome an image of life-in-death, of hell-on-earth, which is not easily forgotten: the crippled 
Ethan and Zeena, his dreadful wife, and Mattie, the once charming girl he had loved, now bedridden 
and querulous with pain, all living out their death in the kitchen of the desolate Frome farm-a 
perpetuity of suffering memorializes a moment of passion. It is terrible to contemplate, it is 
unforgettable, but the mind can do nothing with it, can only endure it....What is more, it (the novel) 
seemed to me quite unavailable for any moral discourse. In the context of morality, there is nothing 
to say about Ethan Frome. It presents no moral issue." In your opinion, is there a moral issue to be 
considered in the novel?  What is it?  Who is guilty of violating morality?  What has been the result?  
How does this moral issue relate to life today?  Explore these questions with a partner in a panel 
discussion before class. 

 


