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Definitions 
 
1.  
American Heritage, 2006. 
“Russia,” AMERICAN HERITAGE, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/russia 
Officially  Russian Federation Formerly  Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic. A country of eastern 
Europe and northern Asia stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. It was proclaimed a republic in 
1917 after the Russian Revolution, and as a constituent republic of the USSR (1922-1991), it constituted 75 
percent of the country's total land area. In 1990 Boris Yeltsin became president of the Russian republic, and in 
1991 he was reelected to the position in the republic's first popular election. When the Soviet Union 
disintegrated later that year, Yeltsin took control of the central government, and with Belarus and Ukraine, 
Russia formed (December 1991) the Commonwealth of Independent States, which was then joined by most of 
the other breakaway Soviet republics. In March 1992 Russia signed a treaty with most of the remaining Soviet 
republics, establishing the Russian Federation. Moscow is the capital. 
 
2. 
Merriam-Websters, 2007. 
“Become,” M-W.COM, http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/become 
1 a: to come into existence b: to come to be <become sick>2: to undergo change or development 
 
3.  
Wordnet, 2006. 
“Threat,” PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, accessed 1/7/08, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/threat 
1. something that is a source of danger; "earthquakes are a constant threat in Japan" [syn: menace]  2.a warning 
that something unpleasant is imminent; "they were under threat of arrest" 3. declaration of an intention or a 
determination to inflict harm on another; "his threat to kill me was quite explicit" 4. a person who inspires fear 
or dread; "he was the terror of the neighborhood" [syn: terror] 
 
4.  
American Heritage, 2006. 
“Interests,” AMERICAN HERITAGE, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/interests 
something that concerns, involves, draws the attention of, or arouses the curiosity of a person: His interests are 
philosophy and chess. 
 
5.  
American Heritage, 2006. 
“Interests,” AMERICAN HERITAGE, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/interests 
power of exciting such concern, involvement, etc.; quality of being interesting: political issues of great interest. 
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PRO 
 
6.  
Stephen F. Cohen, Russian Studies professor at NYU, June 21, 2007. 
“The New American Cold War,” THE NATION, accessed 1/7/08, p. 
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20060710/cohen 
As long as catastrophic possibilities exist in that nation, so do the unprecedented threats to US and 
international security. Experts differ as to which danger is the gravest--proliferation of Russia's enormous 
stockpile of nuclear, chemical and biological materials; ill-maintained nuclear reactors on land and on 
decommissioned submarines; an impaired early-warning system controlling missiles on hair-trigger alert; or 
the first-ever civil war in a shattered superpower, the terror-ridden Chechen conflict. But no one should doubt 
that together they constitute a much greater constant threat than any the United States faced during the Soviet 
era. 
 
7.  
Gregory Feifer, staffwriter, January 7, 2008. 
“Russian Foreign Policy Hints at a New Cold War,” NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7678352 
During the Cold War, military parades on Red Square were part of a massive show of force. The practice 
stopped during the 1990s, but now it has been revived. Last May, Russian President Vladimir Putin led an 
elaborate ceremony marking the country's victory in World War II and showcasing Moscow's new wealth. 
Russia is back. Fifteen years after the collapse of what Washington used to call the "evil empire," the rhetoric 
from Moscow is once again confrontational, and often directed against the West. Some observers have warned 
of a new Cold War and say the United States and Europe need to reassess their attitudes toward Russia. 
 
8.  
United Press International, December 15, 2007. 
“Russia,” UPI, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/Top_News/2007/12/15/russia_threat_from_us_still_relevant/8196/ 
The United States said it would like to deploy a interceptor missile battery in Central Europe as a strategic 
bulwark against Iran and other U.S. adversaries. "If we suppose that Iran wants to strike the United States, then 
interceptor missiles, which would be launched from Poland, will fly towards Russia," Baluyevsky said, RIA 
Novosti reported Saturday. Baluyevsky said Russia still regards the United States as a strategic antagonist and 
sees the U.S. interceptor missiles as an attempt to pacify Europe. "The issue of, to put it mildly, confrontation 
with Russia, including a direct confrontation, is unfortunately still regarded by my counterparts from the 
Pentagon as relevant," he said. 
 
9.  
Michael McFaul, political science professor at Stanford, September 2, 2007. 
“New Russia, new threat,” LA TIMES, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-op-mcfaul2sep02,0,1062795.story?coll=la-
sunday-commentary 
But today, integration with the West is no longer a goal of Russian foreign policy. Putin instead seeks to 
balance his and other nations' power against that of the West and the United States in particular. Resuming 
strategic-bomber missions, conducting joint military exercises with other countries and threatening U.S. allies 
such as Georgia reflect the fundamental shift in Kremlin thinking about global politics and constitute new 
potential threats to U.S. influence. 
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10.  
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
A little over a week ago, Vladimir Putin tested a weapon deadlier than anything developed by the Soviet 
Union. A missile launched from a submarine in the White Sea entered the stratosphere and returned precisely 
on target 3,800 miles away in the Russian Far East — the other side of the world. Such tests are meant to send 
messages. The target could just have easily been Tehran, Los Angeles or London. It signalled that Russia 
means business. After a hiatus of two decades, the arms race is back. 
 
11. 
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
While Britain has been fixated with the Middle East and Iraq, it has paid insufficient attention to the 
increasingly aggressive noises emanating from the Kremlin. Mr Putin was never very enthusiastic about Russia 
becoming a part of the West — but now, flush with gas and oil revenues, he has left its orbit altogether. The 
Russian military is once again treating Nato as the glavny protivnik, the primary enemy, and drawing up plans 
for a nuclear war. And Putin’s explicit aim is to challenge, and then counter, America’s world dominance. 
 
12. 
Eric Hundman, Carnegie Endowment, December 21, 2007. 
“Russia’s Nuclear Threat,” FOREIGN POLICY, http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/node/7475 
Yet Russia's threat isn't as credible as it may seem. First, the reliability of the Russian early warning system—
consisting of radar installations and satellites—is highly questionable. While Russia's concerns about not being 
able to distinguish between an offensive missile launch and a defensive interceptor launch are valid, there are 
also valid concerns that the Russian system would not be able to detect either type of launch reliably. 
 
13. 
John L. Perry, prize winning newspaper editor, August 25, 2001. 
“Russia still a threat,” NEWSMAX, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://archive.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2001/8/24/164129.shtml 
Although it is not easy to predict with pinpoint certainty how those threats will be expressed, there is no 
question that the strategic nuclear threat once posed by the Soviet Union still endures, and will on into the 
future. # Nor is the treat confined to the aging ICBMs that can be retargeted on a moment's notice at U.S. 
cities. # Cruise missiles designed to blast ships at sea now compose more than one-fifth of all the nations' 
combined inventories of cruise missiles. # Within 19 years, there will be an entirely different orientation, with 
nearly half of the world inventory of cruise missiles being designed to strike targets on land. 
 
14. 
Michael McFaul, political science professor at Stanford, September 2, 2007. 
“New Russia, new threat,” LA TIMES, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-op-mcfaul2sep02,0,1062795.story?coll=la-
sunday-commentary 
On Aug. 17, Russian President Vladimir V. Putin announced that a dozen missile-carrying strategic bombers, 
accompanied by support and tanker planes, will be permanently airborne. Their mission: to protect Russian 
territory. From whom? Putin didn't name the enemy that caused the resumption of such flights after a 15-year 
hiatus. But only one other country has similar air capability -- the United States. Twenty-four-hour bomber 
missions is one of many recent flexes of Russian military muscle. Last month, Putin presided over a joint 
military exercise in Russia of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, a new club of autocratic and semi-
autocratic regimes including China and most of the former Soviet republics in Central Asia. 
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15. 
Stephen F. Cohen, Russian Studies professor at NYU, June 21, 2007. 
“The New American Cold War,” THE NATION, accessed 1/7/08, p. 
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20060710/cohen 
Indeed, many commentators even insist that cold war is no longer possible because today's US-Russian 
conflicts are not global, ideological or clashes between two different systems; because post-Soviet Russia is 
too weak to wage such a struggle; and because of the avowed personal "friendship" between Presidents Bush 
and Putin. They seem unaware that the last cold war began regionally, in Central and Eastern Europe; that 
present-day antagonisms between Washington's "democracy-promotion" policies and Moscow's self-described 
"sovereign democracy" have become intensely ideological; that Russia's new, non-Communist system is 
scarcely like the American one; that Russia is well situated, as I explained in the article, to compete in a new 
cold war whose front lines run through the former Soviet territories, from Ukraine and Georgia to Central Asia; 
and that there was also, back in the cold-war 1970s, a Nixon-Brezhnev "friendship." 
 
16. 
Luke Harding, staffwriter, April 11, 2007. 
“Russia threatening new cold war over missile defence,” GUARDIAN, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/russia/article/0,,2054142,00.html 
The threat of a new arms race comes at a time when relations between Russia and the US are at their worst for 
a decade. In February Mr Putin accused the Bush administration during a speech in Munich of seeking a 
"world of one master, one sovereign". On Friday Russia's duma, or lower house or parliament, warned that the 
US's plans could ignite a second cold war. "Such decisions, which are useless in terms of preventing potential 
or imaginary threats from countries of the middle and far-east, are already bringing about a new split in Europe 
and unleashing another arms race," the declaration - passed unanimously by Russian MPs - said. 
 
17. 
Luke Harding, staffwriter, April 11, 2007. 
“Russia threatening new cold war over missile defence,” GUARDIAN, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/russia/article/0,,2054142,00.html 
Analysts said there was a common feeling in Russia that the US had reneged on an agreement after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union to abandon cold war politics. "Cold war thinking has prevailed, especially on the western 
side," Yevgeny Myasnikov, a senior research scientist at Moscow's Centre for Arms Control, told the 
Guardian. "Russia has been deeply disappointed by what has happened after 1991. Nato started to expand, and 
the US started to think it had won the cold war. We had hoped for a partnership. But it didn't happen." 
 
18. 
Rose Gottemoeller, Moscow director at Carnegie, February 15, 2007. 
“Bob Gates and the New Russia Threat,” CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=19030 
The Russian media exploded in anger at the news of U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ testimony before 
Congress on February 7.  Presenting the defense budget for Fiscal Year 2008, Gates argued that Russia and 
China are “pursuing sophisticated military modernization programs” that could pose a threat to the United 
States.  Russian commentators grabbed that comment and ran with it, declaring a re-launch of the Cold War at 
a time when feelings in Moscow are already running high about NATO’s plans to deploy missile defenses in 
Poland and the Czech Republic. 
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19. 
Jeremy Page, UK Times, December 30, 2005. 
“Fears of new cold war,” TIMES ONLINE, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,13509-
1963017,00.html 
So when President Putin met Ivan Plachkov, the Ukrainian Energy Minister, in Moscow yesterday, there was 
more at stake than relations between the neighbouring states. Analysts fear the dispute could provide a 
foretaste of how Russia will use its massive oil and gas reserves as a foreign policy tool in future disputes with 
the West. “Energy co-operation has replaced military might as the mainstay of Russia’s international 
credibility,” Chris Weafer, chief strategist at Alfa Bank in Moscow, said. “It is using its importance as an 
energy partner to pursue its geopolitical and foreign policy agenda.” 
 
20. 
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
Meanwhile, Mr Putin has learnt to use energy as a weapon. Russia is sitting on the largest stretch of gas 
reserves in the world and Europe already depends on Russia for a quarter of its gas. The Kremlin knows that 
energy security is intimately intertwined with national security, and tested its strength the winter before last 
when it temporarily suspended gas supply to Ukraine in an argument about prices. Germany is expected to rely 
on Russia for 80 per cent of its gas within a decade. Precisely what Mr Putin intends to do with this muscle was 
made astonishingly clear in February when he delivered a speech at the Munich security conference. It was a 
‘J’accuse’ to America, serving notice that Russia had moved from ally to adversary. ‘The United States has 
overstepped its borders in all spheres — economic, political and humanitarian, and has imposed itself on other 
states,’ he declared. ‘This is the world of one master, one sovereign.’ And his objective is to challenge such 
hegemony. 
 
21. 
Sue Pleming, staffwriter, October 22, 2007. 
“Rice tells Russia not to use energy as weapon,” INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/20071022/rice-tells-russia-not-to-use-energy-as-weapon.htm 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice lambasted Moscow on Monday for using its oil and gas wealth as a 
"political weapon" and said democratic reforms would strengthen Russia's ties with Washington. In a speech 
on the state of U.S.-Russia relations, Rice conceded there was a "certain distance" between Washington and 
Moscow, but she rejected suggestions there had been a return to the frosty ties of the Cold War era. Russia is a 
key energy supplier in Europe but it has reduced or even cut supplies over a range of disputes with neighboring 
countries. For example, this month, it threatened to reduce supplies in a dispute with Kiev over payments. "We 
respect Russia's interests, but no interest is served if Russia uses its great wealth, its oil and gas wealth, as a 
political weapon or that treats its independent neighbors as part of some old sphere of influence," said Rice, an 
expert on the Soviet Union. 
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22. 
Ian Bremmer, president of the Eurasia Group, April 03, 2007. 
“New Cold War for U.S. with Russia or China Not on Horizon,” REAL CLEAR POLITICS, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2007/04/new_cold_war_for_us_with_russi.html 
True, Washington can't afford to ignore Moscow's ability to thwart U.S. foreign policy. Russia inherited the 
Soviet seat at a number of international tables. The Kremlin can continue, for example, to obstruct the Bush 
administration's ability to use the U.N. Security Council to force Iran to renounce its nuclear ambitions. This 
sort of obstruction is likely to develop over other issues, as well. Relations between the two countries have 
reached their lowest level since the Soviet Union dissolved. U.S. officials have accused Putin's government of 
imposing a new authoritarianism in the country and of using its energy resources as weapons of coercive 
diplomacy. Russian officials accuse the Bush administration of fomenting unrest in several former Soviet states 
and of conducting an arrogant and destabilizing foreign policy. 
 
23. 
Leila Saralayeva, staffwriter, August 16, 2007. 
“Russia, China, Iran Warn U.S. at Summit,” WASHINGTON POST, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/16/AR2007081601221.html 
The leaders of Russia, China and Iran said Thursday that Central Asia should be left alone to manage its 
stability and security _ an apparent warning to the United States to avoid interfering in the strategic, resource-
rich region. The veiled warning came at a meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and on the eve of 
major war games between Russia and China. The SCO was created 11 years ago to address religious 
extremism and border security in Central Asia, but in recent years, with countries such as Iran signing on as 
observers, it has grown into a bloc aimed at defying U.S. interests in the region. 
 
24. 
Anna Badkhen, San Francisco Chronicle, September 10, 2006. 
“Russia’s to Iran,” SFGATE, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/09/10/MNGB8L2T931.DTL&type=politics 
The way to persuade Iran to stop enriching uranium, the Bush administration says, is to threaten it with 
economic sanctions. But the U.S. drive to marshal international support for sanctions faces growing opposition 
from key global powers. Perhaps the biggest obstacle is Russia -- a key member of the U.N. Security Council 
and the main supplier of Tehran's nuclear technology. "The key to any diplomatic solution ... is that you have 
to get the Security Council to be obviously willing to impose penalties on Iran, and you can't do that without 
the Russians, because they have veto power and they are the ones that supply Iran's nuclear program," said 
George Perkovich, an expert on Iran and nuclear proliferation at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace in Washington. "It's the main obstacle." 
 
25. 
Anna Badkhen, San Francisco Chronicle, September 10, 2006. 
“Russia’s to Iran,” SFGATE, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/09/10/MNGB8L2T931.DTL&type=politics 
The United States wants the Security Council to begin talks this week on a draft resolution that sets out 
sanctions against Iran for its nuclear activities, and is expecting an agreement on sanctions shortly, U.S. 
Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns said Friday. But the world's major powers failed to agree on what to do 
about Tehran's defiance when they met in Berlin last week to work out a strategy on Iran. Russia and China, 
both of which can veto any proposed action by the Security Council, have expressed reluctance to impose 
sanctions on Iran. 
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26. 
Peter Gumbel, Time Magazine, December 31, 2005. 
“Putin’s Power Surge,” TIME, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1145201,00.html 
The increasingly authoritarian style of Putin's leadership poses a dilemma for the West. European governments 
are anxious to purchase Russian natural gas and oil (roughly half of the European Union's gas supplies 
currently come from Russia), and the U.S. and Japan want to expand business there. So far, political unease 
hasn't affected growing commercial ties, although that situation could change if Putin's agenda comes into 
more direct conflict with the West's. 
 
27. 
Michael McFaul, political science professor at Stanford, September 2, 2007. 
“New Russia, new threat,” LA TIMES, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-op-mcfaul2sep02,0,1062795.story?coll=la-
sunday-commentary 
The probability of direct military conflict between Russia and the U.S. is very low. At the same time, an 
autocratic, anti-Western Russia poses serious trouble for America and its allies. Putin's Russia sells military 
equipment to Syria, Iran, China and Venezuela. It supports the development of Iranian nuclear technology and 
blocks Kosovo independence. It has cut off gas to Ukraine, imposed economic sanctions on Georgia and 
launched a cyber war against a NATO ally, Estonia. A Russia less constrained by Western values, institutions 
or opinion might be tempted to pursue even more provocative policies, such as deploying military power to 
secure independence for the territory of Abkhazia inside Georgia. 
 
28. 
Freid Weir, Christian Science Monitor correspondent, October 1, 2007. 
“Ukraine’s Democracy,” CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1001/p04s02-woeu.html 
Russia, the giant neighbor that still exercises great influence over Ukraine, has turned to a system of "managed 
democracy" under the intensely popular President Vladimir Putin, which has produced prosperity and order but 
severely circumscribed civil liberties and democratic choices. "Russia is basically an authoritarian state now, 
with highly centralized power and most decisionmaking concentrated in the hands of one man," says Masha 
Lipman, an expert with the Carnegie Center in Moscow. "If we define democracy as public participation, 
political competition, and government accountability, then Russia no longer qualifies as a democracy." 
 
29. 
Lee Hamilton, Wilson Center, April 8, 2004. 
“Troubling Developments in Russia,” WOODROW WILSON CENTER, 
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=director.thing&typeid=A687F6E6-1125-AADA-
EA0F1BD2F5FD8AEC&itemid=B0472B1D-1125-AADA-EA3F70FF2ED6C02B 
It was not long ago that the fate of democracy in Russia was a top U.S. foreign policy concern. While this issue 
has been eclipsed as a priority by immediate threats, the U.S. should be troubled by the increasingly 
authoritarian nature of government in Moscow. Vladmir Putin has solidified his grip on Russia. Parties 
declaring allegiance to his agenda won clear majorities in parliament, making it effectively a rubber stamp, and 
Putin rolled to reelection last month with over 70% of the vote. Meanwhile, he has consolidated governing 
power in the Kremlin, and installed former members of the security services in important positions. As in 
Soviet times, there is now something of a guessing game about who the key players are beneath Putin in the 
opaque Kremlin. 
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30.  
Luke Harding, staffwriter, April 11, 2007. 
“Russia threatening new cold war over missile defence,” GUARDIAN, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/russia/article/0,,2054142,00.html 
Russia is preparing its own military response to the US's controversial plans to build a new missile defence 
system in eastern Europe, according to Kremlin officials, in a move likely to increase fears of a cold war-style 
arms race. The Kremlin is considering active counter-measures in response to Washington's decision to base 
interceptor missiles and radar installations in Poland and the Czech Republic, a move Russia says will change 
"the world's strategic stability". 
 
31. 
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
Washington now hopes to position missile defence interceptors in eastern Europe. Congressional funding for 
the scheme is far from secure, and, seven years ago, Mr Putin said quite explicitly he was happy for a shared 
anti-missile system to proceed. Yet his response last month was incendiary. If the interceptors were mobilised, 
the Russian President declared, ‘then we disclaim responsibility for our retaliatory steps, because it is not we 
who are the initiators of the new arms race which is undoubtedly brewing in Europe’. 
  
32. 
Eric Hundman, Carnegie Endowment, December 21, 2007. 
“Russia’s Nuclear Threat,” FOREIGN POLICY, http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/node/7475 
With Vladimir Putin newly christened as Time's "Person of the Year" and oil prices still high, it's probably a 
safe bet that Russia will keep flexing its diplomatic muscles in 2008. One area to watch is the U.S. ballistic 
missile defense (BMD) program, which roiled U.S.-Russian relations throughout 2007. At issue is the U.S. 
decision to place ten BMD interceptors in Poland and a related decision to place a BMD radar facility in the 
Czech Republic. Contention over U.S. BMD proposals in Europe has been simmering at least since May of 
2006, but the war of words ratcheted up a notch last week when, following "disappointing" talks with the 
United States, Russian Army Chief of Staff Yuri Baluevsky said that using the interceptors based in Poland 
could trigger a retaliatory strike from Russia. Presumably he was referring to the possibility that the Russian 
early warning radars would mistake the interceptors as part of a nuclear attack. That could conceivably spur a 
hair-trigger response from Russia, which, if it happened, could involve massive nuclear retaliation. 
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33. 
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
Whatever his intentions, it is now clear that democracy and liberalism have long been dumped from Russia’s 
priorities. Security, order and centralisation of power are Putin’s key objectives, and the oil revenues have 
brought wealth which earlier attempts at economic diversification and general entry to Western free markets 
did not. The old KGB ways are returning — a recent study of the 1,016 most senior officials showed a quarter 
were ex-KGB. Among Mr Putin’s inner circle, this figure rises to three quarters. These are Soviet-era men, 
with Soviet-era approach to the toleration of dissent. The murder of Alexander Litvinenko, the ex-Russian spy 
poisoned in London last November, is just the most spectacular example of what goes on all the time in a 
Russia where broadcasters are now controlled by the Kremlin or Mr Putin’s allies. A number of independent, 
critical journalist critics have been found dead in suspicious circumstances. Mikhail Khodorkovsky, former 
head of Yukos Oil, remains in jail after a show trial. The West protests strongly, but Mr Putin makes it equally 
clear he could not care less. He has a legacy to think of, too. 
 
34. 
Associated Press, April 2, 2006. 
“McCain Suggests Bush,” TRUTHOUT, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.truthout.org/cgi-
bin/artman/exec/view.cgi/59/18811 
Sen. John McCain said Sunday the United States should respond harshly to Russia's anti-democratic actions 
and suggested that President Bush is reconsidering his assessment of Russian President Vladimir Putin. After 
meeting Putin for the first time in June 2001, Bush said he had been able to gain "a sense of his soul" and had 
found Putin to be "very straightforward and trustworthy." Recalling Bush's assessment just months after taking 
office, McCain said: "Look, we all say things that are stupid. ... I'm sure that the president has re-evaluated his 
position in light of Putin's recent actions." 
 
35. 
Robert Amsterdam, law partner, December 26, 2006. 
“The Khodorkovsky Connection,” NEW YORK SUN, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.robertamsterdam.com/2006/12/new_york_sun_the_khodorkovsky.htm 
The Kremlin also believed it had the tacit permission of the world community to so act. After all, if the West 
failed to react to the plight of Mr. Khodorkovsky — imagine President Bush imprisoning Bill Gates on tax 
charges and then nationalizing Microsoft — then Russia could believe that the West would tolerate even more 
outrageous conduct. For this reason, Mr. Khodorkovsky's legal status is important not only to Russia, but also 
to Americans and Europeans. Many view Mr. Khodorkovsky's persecution as a key moment in Russia's anti-
democratic backslide. His show trial and imprisonment laid the foundation for Russia's current lawless 
environment, characterized by the unsolved murders of a prominent journalist and a central banker. While I 
was one of the first to say that President Putin is entitled to the presumption of innocence in the Litvinenko 
case, there is little doubt that the dramatic transformations that have occurred under his rule helped create the 
lawless culture that prevails today. 
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36. 
Stephen Blank, Int’l security affairs analyst, January 8, 2003. 
“Russia: Proliferation personified,” ASIA TIMES, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/EA08Ag01.html 
Wherever one looks, in Asia, the Middle East or Colombia, the proliferation of both conventional arms and of 
dual-use technologies often lies at the heart of the crisis or is a major facilitator of it. And more often than not, 
Russia is either clearly and deeply involved in this proliferation, or the evidence strongly points to it. In North 
Korea’s case, there have been repeated reports not only of North Korean efforts to obtain the services of 
Russian scientists, but also of more direct proliferation. And before the current Korean crisis reached its 
present stage, reports from Washington suggested Russian complicity in North Korean proliferation. In the 
mid-1990s, Russia clearly proliferated weapons technologies to Iraq, while Russian firms (along with a host of 
Western ones) were listed as having broken the United Nations boycott, though here there is sufficient guilt for 
virtually everyone. 
 
37. 
Stephen Blank, Int’l security affairs analyst, January 8, 2003. 
“Russia: Proliferation personified,” ASIA TIMES, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/EA08Ag01.html 
Russia remains Iran’s largest supplier and there can be little doubt that Iran is well on the way to imitating 
North Korea. Iran is not just the beneficiary of North Korean proliferation, it probably will obtain useable 
nuclear weapons within three to five years. India's nuclear program, likewise, substantially benefited from 
Russia's assistance, which was particularly visible in its program for building space launches, and thus missile 
capability for those weapons. More recently, India admitted that Russia was helping it build the Sagarika 
nuclear submarine. Repeated accounts of Sino-Russian military collaboration also point to Russian help with 
China’s missile defense and space launch programs, as well as the sale of nuclear powered submarines. Since 
China has recently insisted on total secrecy with regard to its purchases, it remains an open and critical 
question just what it is buying from Moscow and what kinds of technological interchanges are occurring 
between Russian and Chinese scientists. 
 
38. 
Steven L. Kwast, Boston University, April, 2003. 
“Proliferation of Russian Military Equipment,” STORMING MEDIA, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.stormingmedia.us/42/4264/A426424.html 
Russia is flooding world markets with military equipment. This flood of equipment is acting like a fuel source 
for terrorist organizations and countries around the world to use force against their enemies. This paper 
analyses the effects of this flood of equipment in four regions of the world. Russian proliferation is 
marginalizing the effectiveness of US airpower because the US doesn't have quick and regular access to the 
thousands of hot spots military proliferation creates. Our current model for airpower application is old and 
inflexible. It suffers from a need for access and logistic lines of supply. These are shackles that we mist shed. 
American airpower advocates must re-shape the military-industrial complex to produce airpower capability 
that America "on call" firepower anywhere in the world within minutes. America must make gives this 
technological and philosophical leap now, while we have an advantage over our adversaries, or we will find 
ourselves irrelevant and incapable of responding to the next unexpected" world event that threatens our 
national security. 
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39. 
Fraser Nelson, political editor, July 11, 2007. 
“The Cold War Is Back,” SPECTATOR, accessed 1/7/07, http://www.spectator.co.uk/the-
magazine/features/44218/the-new-arms-race-is-deadly-because-russia-is-so-fragile.thtml 
Yet for all this, Russia knows it can never again become a true superpower for reasons that no ballistic missile 
will ever be able to reverse. Its rampant drug abuse, alcoholism, rate of HIV infection and other problems add 
up to a demographic picture worse than that of any non-African country. Russia’s population is expected to 
keep falling by 730,000 a year until at least 2015. Its defence budget is less than 5 per cent of America’s — for 
all the damage its missiles would cause, it would end up second-best in any nuclear war. A country dependent 
on oil money for a third of its budget is also hugely vulnerable to a drop in oil price. 
 
40. 
Robert J. Art, Professor of International Relations at Brandeis, 2003. 
A GRAND STRATEGY FOR AMERICA, p. 14 
William Odom, a close analyst of Russia, sums it up: “Russia is no longer a great power and is unlikely again 
to become one over the next several decades.”7 This conclusion is reinforced when we take into account the 
rel¬ative economic power of the United States and Russia. During the height of the Cold War, the Soviet 
Union had a gross domestic product (GDP) approx¬imately half that of the United States. In 2001, the GDP of 
Russia was about one-thirtieth the size of America’s GDP ($10 trillion for the United States, -. $310 billion for 
Russia.)8 Even if Russia’s economy does well over the next several decades, it will be a long, long time before 
Russia could challenge the United States as a military competitor. 
 
41. 
Stephen Brooks, Assistant Professor, and William Wohlforth, Associate Professor at Dartmouth, July/August, 
2002. 
“American Primacy in Perspective,” FOREIGN AFFAIRS, p. lexis 
THE CONCLUSION that balancing is not in the cards may strike many as questionable in light of the parade 
of ostensibly anti-U.S. diplomatic combinations in recent years: the "European troika" of France, Germany, 
and Russia; the "special relationship" between Germany and Russia; the "strategic triangle" of Russia, China, 
and India; the "strategic partnership" between China and Russia; and so on. Yet a close look at any of these 
arrangements reveals their rhetorical as opposed to substantive character. Real balancing involves real 
economic and political costs, which neither Russia, nor China, nor indeed any other major power has shown 
any willingness to bear. 
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42. 
International Herald Tribune, November 13, 2007. 
“Experts see decline in Russia’s military,” IHT, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/11/13/asia/russia.php 
President Vladimir Putin's government has failed to reverse a steady post-Soviet decline of the armed forces 
despite repeated pledges to strengthen military might, a group of independent experts said in a report released 
Tuesday. The military continues to suffer from rampant corruption, inefficiency and poor morale, the report 
said. The Kremlin has also failed to deliver on its promises to modernize arsenals, it said. Putin owes his broad 
popularity to an oil-fueled economic boom that has helped increase wages and pensions, as well as efforts to 
revive Russia's clout. But critics say that the Russian military is only a shadow of the Soviet Army and that 
bellicose statements from the Kremlin mask a steady decline of its potential. 
 
43. 
International Herald Tribune, November 13, 2007. 
“Experts see decline in Russia’s military,” IHT, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/11/13/asia/russia.php 
"The revival of Russia's military might under Putin is merely a myth," Stanislav Belkovsky, who head the 
Institute for National Strategy, said at a presentation of the report. "The Russian armed forces have degraded 
completely under Putin." If the current trends continue, the report warns, Russia's nuclear arsenals would 
shrink from about 680 intercontinental ballistic missiles now to between 100 and 200 missiles over the next 10 
years. "It's impossible to reverse these trends under the current policy," it added, pointing at a steady decline of 
the Russian military-industrial complex that would make it impossible to increase weapons production without 
huge investments. Alexander Khramchikhin, an expert with the Institute for Military and Political Analysis, 
said the continuing decline of nuclear forces meant that they would shrink to a level far below that of the 
United States and would be comparable to China's. 
 
44. 
Roger McDermott, Jamestown Foundation, April 7, 2005. 
“Russian Army Remains In Decline,” EURASIA DAILY MONITOR, v. 2, iss. 68 
Russia's military manning system continues to struggle with unwilling conscripts forced to serve in deplorable 
conditions and with inadequate training. Health problems among young conscripts arriving in the barracks are 
compounded by the widespread persistence of draft dodging and the rising numbers of men seeking exemption 
from military service on health grounds. These long-term signs of chronic decline within the Russian armed 
forces are again receiving comment from senior Russian military officers who are concerned by what they see 
as the continued decimation of the combat capabilities of the military. 
 
45. 
Roger McDermott, Jamestown Foundation, April 7, 2005. 
“Russian Army Remains In Decline,” EURASIA DAILY MONITOR, v. 2, iss. 68 
Lack of funding cripples more generic campaigns to improve the quality of conscripts and address some of the 
most serious elements of declining standards in the Russian army. Conscription commissions must be supplied 
with medical equipment in order to screen out drug addicts and also to prevent those with HIV or hepatitis 
from being sent to troop units. Major-General Valery Kulikov, chairman of the Central Military Medical 
Commission, believes this problem will remain a feature of the manpower ailments afflicting the Russian 
armed forces until the authorities allocate adequate funding levels to deal with it. In his view, this would mean 
spending around 1.2 billion rubles to provide equipment and salaries for trained medical personnel to carry out 
screenings. 
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46. 
USA Today, May 14, 2007. 
“Rice,” USA TODAY, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2007-05-14-rice-russia_N.htm 
The United States and Russia are going through a difficult period but rising tensions between the two fall well 
short of a new Cold War, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said Monday. "It's a time for intensive 
diplomacy," she said as she flew here for high-level meetings amid new strains in relations over major policy 
differences underscored by Russian President Vladimir Putin's increasing criticism of the United States. Rice, 
who sees Putin on Tuesday, said Washington was committed to working through those differences, notably 
over U.S. plans for a missile defense system in Europe, Russia's threat to suspend a major military treaty and 
Moscow's opposition to a U.N. plan for Kosovo independence. 
 
47. 
USA Today, May 14, 2007. 
“Rice,” USA TODAY, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2007-05-14-rice-russia_N.htm 
There is also growing U.S. concern about Moscow's treatment of its former Soviet state neighbors and steps 
Putin has taken to consolidate power in the Kremlin are seen as democratic backsliding as Russia prepares for 
parliamentary elections later this year and presidential elections in 2008. "I don't throw around terms like 'new 
Cold War,"' Rice told reporters as she flew here. "It is a big, complicated relationship, but it is not one that is 
anything like the implacable hostility" that clouded ties between the United States and the Soviet Union. "It is 
not an easy time in the relationship, but it is also not, I think, a time in which cataclysmic things are affecting 
the relationship or catastrophic things are happening in the relationship," Rice said. 
 
48. 
Reuters, February 20, 2007. 
“Russia not seeking new Cold War,” REUTERS, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUSL2056261120070220 
Sharp criticism of the United States by Russian President Vladimir Putin does not mark the start of a new Cold 
War but raises "awkward questions" the West must answer, a senior Kremlin official said on Tuesday. Anatoly 
Safonov, Putin's special envoy on counter-terrorism, told Reuters in an interview that the two countries had 
forged a strong intelligence-sharing relationship that would not be damaged by their political differences. He 
said a careful reading of Putin's speech in Munich this month, when he accused Washington of pursuing 
policies aimed at making it "one single master" in world affairs, showed that he was raising "a challenge -- 
major questions for new dialogue". 
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49. 
Rose Gottemoeller, Moscow director at Carnegie, February 15, 2007. 
“Bob Gates and the New Russia Threat,” CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=19030 
So why is Russia suddenly back in the threat category?  One possibility is that Mr. Gates was reflecting a 
fundamental change in U.S. policy, but that seems unlikely given the lack of a more formal discussion and 
rationale.  The Pentagon’s own strategy document from 2006, the Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), 
stressed that Russia “is unlikely to pose a military threat to the United States or its allies on the same scale or 
intensity as the Soviet Union during the Cold War.” The QDR underscored that “where possible, the U.S. will 
cooperate with Russia on shared interests.”  It listed countering the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, combating terrorism, and countering narcotics trafficking—and these remain areas of strong U.S.-
Russian cooperation 
 
50. 
Izvestia, November 23, 2007. 
“Russia and the U.S.,” IZVESTIA, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.izvestia.ru/comment/article3111225/ 
I don't for a minute underestimate the problems between us, nor am I naive about the road ahead, especially as 
we each navigate political transitions.  The truth remains, however, that the United States and Russia matter to 
one another in important ways — and how well or how poorly we manage our relationship matters greatly to 
the rest of the world.  While we will have moments of competition and rivalry, as well as cooperation and 
partnership, in the years ahead, the one thing we will not have is the luxury of ignoring one another. 
 
51. 
Matthew Lee, staffwriter, May 15, 2007. 
“U.S., Russia, Agree to Ease Rhetoric,” WASHINGTON POST, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/15/AR2007051500376.html 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice won agreement Tuesday from Vladimir Putin to tone down Russian tough 
talk in an effort to improve strained ties, though neither side gave any ground on major disagreements over 
missile defense and Kosovo. Rice said no country could veto U.S. plans to set up a missile defense system in 
Europe that Russia vehemently opposes. She also said the United States still supports a U.N. plan for 
independence for the Serbian province of Kosovo, an idea Russia opposes. She and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov were collegial at a news conference where they were peppered with questions about contentious 
issues. They stressed areas of cooperation, including the war on terror and efforts to halt the spread of weapons 
of mass destruction. "There will always be situations where our positions do not coincide," Lavrov said. He 
attributed talk of a "catastrophic" breakdown in relations to media speculation about a new Cold War emerging 
between the former foes. 
 
52. 
Iran Daily, May 14, 2007. 
“Rice Visiting Moscow,” IRAN DAILY, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.iran-
daily.com/1386/2843/html/index.htm  
US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice forcefully rejected talk of a new Cold War with Russia as she arrived 
in Moscow Monday for negotiations aimed at halting a dramatic slide in relations. ice, who is to meet President 
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday, said that despite the harder stance by both sides, any suggestion that US-Russian 
relations could become as bad as they were with the Soviet Union "have no basis whatsoever." Rice said her 
discussions would cover a host of problematic issues, including plans to station US anti-missile bases in 
eastern Europe and US backing for independence for Serbia's breakaway Kosovo province. 
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53. 
Izvestia, November 23, 2007. 
“Russia and the U.S.,” IZVESTIA, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.izvestia.ru/comment/article3111225/ 
A third area of common ground involves our efforts together to resolve some of the world's most difficult 
regional conflicts.  Russia and the U.S. worked closely and effectively to ensure the success of last month's 
Annapolis peace conference on the Middle East.  We have made significant progress on the North Korean 
nuclear issue.  Despite tactical differences, we continue our crucial diplomatic collaboration to persuade Iran to 
meet its international nuclear obligations.  Our record of cooperation on regional conflicts is not perfect, and 
sometimes involves real disagreement, but it represents a huge leap beyond the zero sum competition of the 
Cold War. 
 
54. 
Novosti Russian News, August 28, 2007. 
“United States, Sakhalin Agree to Cooperate,” NOVOSTI, http://en.rian.ru/russia/20070828/75488971.html 
Acting governor of the Sakhalin Region Natalia Novikova and Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Europe Paul B. Dyck discussed business cooperation between the United States and Russia's Far-Eastern island 
here today, the RIA Novosti correspondent reports.  The two officials recognized that Sakhalin is actively 
cooperating with the U.S. in many spheres, including oil and gas production under international projects.  Paul 
Dyck said the U.S. government was using every opportunity for developing bilateral relations with Russia, 
adding that more frequent mutual visits were needed to expand ties.  The participants in the meeting also 
focused on the need to open in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk a branch of the U.S. General Consulate in Russia's Far East, 
and discussed a regular air connection between the Russian island and the U.S. Pacific coast. 
 
55. 
Douglas Birch, Writer for the Associated Press, August 31, 2007. 
“Russia Stores Plutonium With U.S. Help,” FINDLAW, accessed 1/7/08, 
news.corporate.findlaw.com/ap/i/629/08-31-2007/6001003f9167959d.html 
The Nunn-Lugar program has helped deactivate 6,982 nuclear warheads, destroyed 653 intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, eliminated 485 ICBM silos, dismantled 101 mobile ICBM launchers, and improved security 
at nuclear, biological and chemical materials storage sites across the former Soviet Union.  Both Nunn and 
Lugar said their program has become a lifeline for maintaining Russia-U.S. relations.  "This is the strongest 
bridge we've built, because we've worked together and taken action together," Nunn said. "We've formed 
working relationships at the laboratory level and at the military-to-military level. Those bridges are strong and 
I think they can withstand this turmoil in the relationship, this tension in the relationship." 
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56. 
Forbes, September 10, 2007. 
“Putin Optimistic Accord Possible with US on Missile Defense,” AFX NEWS, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2007/09/10/afx4099090.html 
Russia and the United States still have a chance to reach agreement on the vexed question of Washington's 
missile defence plans, President Vladimir Putin said.  'All is not lost and we still have a certain amount of 
healthy optimism,' Putin said in comments broadcast on Russian television.  'Regarding our differences, they've 
always existed and of course will do so given the size of our relations and such multifaceted contacts in 
different spheres and areas,' Putin said.  Describing differences between Moscow and Washington as 'natural,' 
Putin said: 'What is important is by what means and in what style these problems are solved.  'It can be by 
confrontation, sabre-rattling, frightening one another -- and it's possible to look for compromises and to reach 
agreement,' he said. 'We would prefer it to be this (last) way.' 
 
57. 
Thom Shanker, Writer for IHT, and Helene Cooper, Writer for IHT, March 6, 2007. 
“Bush plans diplomatic outreach to Russia,” INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, p. 1 
The Bush administration has decided to reach out more often and more intensively to Russia at a time when the 
leadership in Moscow is harshly criticizing American policy, and some scholars say the United States has not 
aggressively tended to an important relationship. American plans to base elements of a missile defense system 
in Eastern Europe, as well Washington's support for expanding NATO, have compounded a sense of 
resentment within a Russian leadership that now feels emboldened by a flood of petrodollars. Senior 
administration officials said their new initiative of diplomatic outreach calls for engaging Russian leaders in 
private discussions that will illustrate that the United States is putting extra effort into nurturing the bilateral 
relationship, and that Russia deserves a more thorough dialogue on American foreign policy and national 
security plans. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice's stop in Berlin late last month to confer with her Russian 
counterpart on Iran was the first step of the new initiative; that was followed by a visit to Moscow later the 
same week by Stephen Hadley, the national security adviser, whose agenda included detailed descriptions of 
American policy, administration officials said. Senior administration officials said initial planning also is under 
way for a more intensive dialogue between the Russian and American militaries, a forum that may lend itself to 
fuller technical exchanges about Washington's plans for missile defense. 
 
58. 
David Gollust, state department, January 7, 2008. 
“US still confident,” VOA NEWS, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-01-07-voa43.cfm 
Russia has strongly opposed the plan, contending it would undercut its strategic missile deterrent. Sikorski said 
Russian anger could be "expensive" for Poland at a time when it is trying to improve relations with Moscow. 
Briefing reporters here, State Department Spokesman Sean McCormack said Polish Defense Minister Bogdan 
Klich is due in Washington later this month for talks on the program and that U.S. officials remain confident 
Poland will participate. McCormack said U.S. officials will be prepared to address all of Poland's concerns in 
good faith and said the missile threat from Iran is genuine: 
 
59. 
David Gollust, state department, January 7, 2008. 
“US still confident,” VOA NEWS, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-01-07-voa43.cfm 
The Bush administration has held high-level talks with Moscow to try to allay Russian concerns about the 
program, saying that Moscow would be allowed to monitor use of the system which is to become operational 
in 2012. 
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60. 
AAP Newsfeed, staffwriter, September 5, 2007. 
“Fed: US has no concerns about Russia uranium deal: Rice,” AAP, p. 1 
Dr Rice rejected concerns that Russia could sell uranium to Iran, saying it was a lot closer to the rogue state 
than was the United States or Australia. "I really suspect the Russians understand the threat of an uranium 
nuclear weapon," she said. "I know they would be very careful about the proliferation of any material to Iran." 
Dr Rice said Russia and the United States were already cooperating on the issue of nuclear proliferation. Mr 
Putin and US President George W Bush several years ago signed a treaty to reduce their nations' arms, she 
said. And the United States wanted to work with Russia over its missile defence system. 
 
61. 
Glenn Kessler, staff writer, March 8, 2006. 
“U.S., Russia Cooperate on Iran Amid Rifts,” WASHINGTON POST, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/07/AR2006030700670.html 
The United States and Russia publicly closed ranks yesterday over the need for Iran to ease international 
concerns over its nuclear program, but growing fissures in the U.S.-Russian relationship were apparent when 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice met with reporters yesterday 
after two days of meetings. 
 
62. 
Glenn Kessler, staff writer, March 8, 2006. 
“U.S., Russia Cooperate on Iran Amid Rifts,” WASHINGTON POST, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/07/AR2006030700670.html 
Russia has played a leading role in recent months to resolve the impasse with Iran, offering to establish a joint 
venture on Russian soil that would enrich uranium for use in Iranian reactors. Some U.S. officials were 
alarmed Monday that Russian officials appeared to be floating a plan that threatened to unravel the delicate 
diplomacy designed to bring the Iranian program to the U.N. Security Council for debate, a long-sought U.S. 
goal. U.S. officials rejected the idea, which would have allowed Iran to retain a small research facility. 
 
63. 
Glenn Kessler, staff writer, March 8, 2006. 
“U.S., Russia Cooperate on Iran Amid Rifts,” WASHINGTON POST, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/07/AR2006030700670.html 
Yesterday, Lavrov flatly said that there is "no compromise [or a] new Russian proposal" and that Russia is 
determined to clarify the nature of Iran's nuclear programs and ensure it does not violate an international treaty 
prohibiting civilian technology from being diverted for military use. Diplomats attending a meeting of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna said, however, that Russia and China, two of Iran's most 
important trading partners, advocate measures that could include allowing Tehran to continue some form of 
carefully monitored, small-scale research to enable it to save face amid international pressure. 
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64. 
Ekho Moskvy, Gateway Russia, February 1, 2004. 
“United States views Russia as a friend,” GATEWAY RUSSIA, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.gateway2russia.com/st/art_204741.php 
No, those days are not coming back and I don't have the least concern about that, frankly. The Russian people 
now vote freely for who their leaders will be. We have expressed some concern to President Putin and Russian 
leaders that we believe more open media, greater access to the media for people who are running for office and 
certain other actions that the Russian government has taken causes some concern and, as friends, we express 
that concern to our Russian colleagues. But when I think back over the 30 years that I've been coming to 
Russia, what we have seen over the last 15 years is a remarkable transformation to a democratic system of 
government, where the people are able to vote and vote freely. And we think that we can [changes tack] more 
can be done here so that they have access to the information, to free media, in order to make an informed 
choice. And so I am not concerned about Russia returning to the old days of the Soviet Union. Far from it. 
Russia has accomplished a great deal in recent years and the United States views Russia as a friend and a 
partner and wants to be helpful. Most of my article in Izvestiya praised Russia for what it's accomplished but, 
as a friend, we pointed out some areas that are causing us concern. That is how friends talk to one another. To 
show you how things have changed in my own neighbourhood back in the United States, the local gas station 
is owned by LUKoil - something that would have been unimaginable just a few years ago. 
 
65. 
Nick Paton Walsh, staffwriter, July 16, 2006. 
“Don’t Lecture Me About Democracy,” THE OBSERVER, accessed 1/7/07, 
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/world/story/0,,1821488,00.html 
Bush said that, during two hours of discussions, 'I talked about my desire to promote institutional change in 
parts of the world like Iraq where there's a free press and free religion. I told [Putin] a lot of people in our 
country ... would hope that Russia would do the same thing. I fully understand, however, that there will be a 
Russian style of democracy.' Putin replied, smiling: 'I'll be honest with you: we, of course, would not want to 
have a democracy like in Iraq.' Bush interrupted to say 'Just wait' - a reference to Iraq's democracy being in its 
infancy - before Putin continued: 'Nobody knows better than us how we can strengthen our own nation. But we 
know for sure that we cannot strengthen our nation without developing democratic institutions. And this is the 
path that we'll certainly take; but certainly we will do this by ourselves.' 
 
66. 
Eugene B. Rumer, senior fellow at National Defense Institute, September 29, 2004. 
“What Democracy Can Putin Destroy,” CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2004/0929/p09s02-coop.html 
That leaves the United States and its allies with a set of difficult options. We can criticize Putin and Russia for 
responding to the crisis in an undemocratic manner. But as Washington does so, it needs to keep in mind that 
its own record of understanding and promoting democracy in Russia is mixed at best. Further, in its response to 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Washington has tended to give the state the benefit of the doubt at the 
expense of civil liberties - even with America's internalized commitment to liberty. The worst thing 
Washington can do is to begin treating Russia as another Soviet Union. It is not. It is a country adrift, in search 
of its own direction, struggling with its legacy, seeking - unsuccessfully so far - its own ideology and identity. 
It is a country with which the United States shares many interests - from combating terrorism to managing the 
changing geopolitics of Eurasia to energy security. 
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67. 
Izvestia, November 23, 2007. 
“Russia and the U.S.,” IZVESTIA, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.izvestia.ru/comment/article3111225/ 
First and most crucial is nuclear and global security, where Russia and the United States have unique 
capabilities, and unique responsibilities.  Last July, our Presidents affirmed their commitment to jointly 
develop civilian nuclear energy.  We've initialed a so-called "123" agreement on civilian nuclear cooperation.  
Negotiations are underway on how to maintain strategic stability after the expiration of the START Treaty in 
2009.  Secretary Rice and Secretary Gates are working with their counterparts to try to turn differences over 
possible missile defense sites in Central Europe into a strategic opportunity for joint early warning and missile 
defense.  We have together launched an important new global initiative against nuclear terrorism.  Nothing in 
our relationship with Russia matters more than how we handle this whole set of security issues. 
 
68. 
William J. Burns, US Ambassador to Russia, May 30, 2006. 
“Does Russia Need the West,” US-RUSSIAN EMBASSY, accessed 1/7/08, 
http://moscow.usembassy.gov/bilateral/statement.php?record_id=49 
No description of our cooperation can be complete without mention of some truly visionary government-to-
government programs like Nunn-Lugar. After Beslan and September 11, no one can doubt that if terrorists 
could get their hands on nuclear or other WMD materials, they would use them. Our cooperation has helped 
secure nuclear material in Russia, and strengthened the security of both our countries. I do not mean to suggest 
that every cooperative program or piece of advice that we've offered over the last 15 years has been a success. 
All of you know better than I do that that's not always been true. But on balance, it seems to me that interaction 
with the West and integration into global institutions has been part of the reason that Russia has come as far as 
it has. And now my third point: I am equally convinced that such cooperation will help both of us in the years 
ahead. 
 
69. 
Izvestia, November 23, 2007. 
“Russia and the U.S.,” IZVESTIA, accessed 1/7/08, http://www.izvestia.ru/comment/article3111225/ 
A second priority is economic cooperation.  American investment in Russia increased by more than 50% last 
year, and 40% of total Russian investments outside Russia went to the United States.  Companies ranging from 
Boeing to ConocoPhillips are helping to fuel Russia's economic resurgence — with more than 100,000 jobs in 
Russia today connected to American business and investments.  We continue to strongly support Russia's 
integration into global economic institutions, especially the World Trade Organization.    
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Fourth is growing partnership in other global challenges.  We continue intelligence and law enforcement 
cooperation against terrorism and violent extremism, from which both of us have suffered.  The fight against 
HIV-AIDS and other deadly infectious diseases is a critical priority for the United States, and Russia is also 
doing more in this common struggle.  We share many views about how best to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; and Russia and the United States continue to lead efforts in space exploration, as we have since 
Sputnik was launched, almost exactly fifty years ago. 
 


