
 

Differentiated Instruction  
Lesson Plan Format 

 
 
 
Lesson Title: Novel: Ethan Frome 
 
Content Area and Grade Level: Language Arts - 9-12 
 
Author:  Ron Grimsley      
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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
Activities/Assignments Corresponding to the study and understanding of the novel Ethan 
Frome - (see attachment which lists details of each assignment option). 
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
10.R2.1 Students can formulate associations between texts and experiences. 
12.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level text.. 
12.R4.1 Students can evaluate the depiction of human experience in literary 

works from diverse cultures, locations, and time periods. 
 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 

10.R2.1 I can create (formulate) connections (associations) between written 
materials (texts) and experiences. 

12.R2.2  I can read using accuracy, rate, phrasing, and expression (fluently) to 
comprehend grade-level text. 

12.R4.1 I can judge based on selected criteria (evaluate) the presentation or 
picture (depiction) of any condition that affects life (human experience) depicted in 
writings in poetry and prose (literary works), from diverse groups of people based on 



age, gender, religion, ethnicity, and ways of life (cultures), locations, and time 
periods. 

 
 
 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 Students will reflect upon the topics/themes of consequences of actions, personal 
versus communal obligations, fate versus control over one's future and sucide as a 
solution or cop-out.  
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
What are the themes of the Ethan Frome novel?  
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
Students will continue to develop comprehension skills and aquire additional 
knowledge related to social/moral decision-making. 
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
Students may have reading comprehension difficulties or preconceived 
judgements about certain social/moral decisions. 
 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

Performance via discussion on primary issues of the novel without rendering 
judement will serve as pre-assessment. 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
Presentation of various projects related to the novel to the class. 
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
5 quizzes, 1 final test, writing-related assignments 
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
Chapter discussions, individual and group presentations of projects tothe class 
 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
Formative assessment will be used to determine placement and effectiveness of 
assignmnet options offered and to determine the depth of discussion necessary of 
certain key concepts.  
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 
Comparison of projects with others -- Open-ended writing options. 
 

6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
The general rubric for use consists of one column to write 'total points 
possible', one column for 'length', one column for 'details of assignment 
direction followed' and a last column for 'actual points obtained'.  The 
'length' requirement and the 'details of assignment directions followed' are 
each worth 1/2 of the 'total points possible' per assignment.



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

Reading, Writing, Listening, Creating, Performing 
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 

Computers, books, some art supplies on some projects 
 

3. Classroom Management: 
 

Monitoring/guidance of individual and group behavior 
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

None 
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

Numerous options to choose from for determine process for learning  
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 

None 
 

3. Differentiated Product: 
 

Numerous product options to choose from to prove learning. 
 


