
English III – Mr. Grimsley 
CLASH OF CULTURES PROJECT 

 
Purpose: 

1) To research, summarize and dramatize some understanding of the clash of 
purposes and values between the Native Americans and those who came to 
settle America. 

2) To read literature and text that describes this period. 
3) To practice researching skills and research writing skills following MLA 

format. 
 

 Your INDIVIDUAL Assignment: 
‘C’ Level must complete items 1,2,3. 
‘B’ level must complete items 1,2,3,4. 

‘A’ level must complete items 1,2,3,4,5 
1) At least 5 note cards and a bib. card on your assigned cultural group from the 

historical documents that I give you.  Your group will share this information 
to complete both your research paper and your group project. 

2) At least 8 note cards and a bib. card on your chosen individual from a web site 
you visit. Students will pair up with one other person from their group will 
share this information for their research paper. 

3) Read and write a ½ page summary of the selection in your text related to your 
assigned culture: 
 African American – ‘From Africa to America’ pg. 71-74  

                                OR  
      ‘From Roots’ pg. 77-82 

English Puritan –      ‘From of Plymouth Plantation’ pg. 59-62 
Spanish -                    ‘From La Relacion’ pg. 34-38 

4) Write a personal journal response of at least one page to one or more of these 
questions: 

- How did the events, values, beliefs, and practices shown in the literary 
piece demonstrate or perhaps even create the clash of culture? 

- What words or sentences in this piece best demonstrate that clash of 
cultures and why? 

- What questions or opinions did reading these pieces raise in your 
mind? 



5) Create a a facsimile letter, document, or diary page showing how someone in 
your cultural group or how a Native American encountering your cultural 
group might have felt and what they might have experienced. 

 

Your GROUP Assignment: 
1) A one-sided handout summarizing the following information: 

-Why did the group come? 
-What values or beliefs contrasted and compared to the common 
  values of Native peoples? 
-What happened when the groups met? 

2) Prepare carefully and read a short but relevant section from the 
literature as part of your presentation. 

3) Create a Powerpoint presentation which lists several quotes from the 
literature, which illustrates the clash of cultures and share them in your 
presentation. 

4) A basic timeline on a powerpoint to share with the class. 
5) Present a dramatic timeline with dialogue or monologues OR create a 

meaningful and unique game/activity OR present a skit illustrating 
something about the culture clash to present in class.  You might 
include video clips, visual aids, costumes, etc.  Using more than just 
one of these options is even better! 

 
Your RESEARCH PAPER Assignment: 

1) Choose a topic that you and one other person from your assigned 
cultural group will work on from the following list:                        
Spanish choose between Francisco Pizzaro, Vasco Nunez de Balboa, 
Juan Ponce de Leon, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Hernando De 
Soto, Hernando Cortes, Cabeza de Vaca, Panfilo de Narvaez, Alonso 
Alvarez de Pineda, Juan de Onate, Lucas Vazquez de Avllon, Juan 
Rodriguez Cabrillo.                                                                            
African choose between Bannaka, Olaudah Equiano, Phillis Wheatly, 
Elizabeth Freeman.                                                                              
English choose between John Smith, John Rolfe, Anne Bradstreet, 
John Winthrop, John Harvard. 

2) You will write a 2-3 page research paper in the first person.  This 
means that you will write the paper as though you are that person (use 
the word ‘I’ in your writing). 

3) The paper must cover each of the following items: 
A) Give information from your research about the general times you lived. 
B) Give information from your research about the attributes of your culture. 
C) Track the important locations traveled during your life. 
D) Write about your thoughts on the day you leave on your life’s most 

important experience/journey.  
E) Write about your thoughts at the middle of your life’s most important 

experience/journey. 
F) Write about your thoughts near the end of your life’s most important 

experience/journey. 
G) Give information from your research about the impact of your culture upon 

America. 
4) You must give at least one piece of specific researched information on 

each of the items listed in #3 above. 
5) You must create a cover page and a bibliography sheet (of at least 3 

sources). 


