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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
Students will obtain campaign financing information from the web 
They will use this information to analyze to make various comparisons using statistics 
 
 
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
9-12.S.1.0 ~ Use statistical models to gather, analyze, and display data to 

draw conclusions. 
9-12.S.2.0. ~ Apply the concepts of probability to predict events/outcomes 

and solve problems. 
 
9-12.S.1.1A. ~ analyze and evaluate the design of surveys and experiments. 

 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 

Students will create and interpert graphs from the information they have 
gathered 

 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 I think the student will learn more about our government and how statistics plays 
a role in that field 
 
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
How much do candidates spend to be elected 
 
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
The key knowledge the student will acquire is to be able to collect facts and put 
them into graphs which are easy to interpret. 
 
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
I believe students as well as adults are clueless when it comes to campaign 
spending and where the money comes from and why it is donated. 
 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

Students will write a short essay about campaign funding 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
Research and graphing data.  Plus be able to interpret the graphs 
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
Students will summarize what they have learned and compare it to what their 
persception was before this project. 
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
Students will present their graphs to the class and will display this info for other 
classes to observe. 
 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
Formative assessment  will be in the form of graphs 
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 
Hopefully the student will have learned how to gather data and to interpret it. 
 

6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
Students will be able graph and interpret data.   Hopefully,   they will be able 
to do some comparisons using mean, standard deviation etc.



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

Major learning acitivity will be that we will use the information which has been 
learned from the textbook and apply it to real life situations 
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 

Computer and internet  
 

3. Classroom Management: 
 

Students will work independently using their computer 
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

The Social Studies teacher will be a supportive service  plus I will rely heavily on 
the web 
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

Students will use various learning styles on this project:                                              
a) Reading and understanding statistics.  This will be worked on during the class 
time via the text book. 
b)  Researching and gathering data 
c)  Interpreting the data and analzing the data via graphs etc 
d)  Present this information to the class or maybe to the government class 
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 

Students will cover  basically the same information, but will share this with the 
class and compile the total information together 
 

3. Differentiated Product: 
 

Students will be assessed in various different ways.   There will be the regular 
testing over pertient statistics strategies and journal writing.   The main product 
will be graphing the information and being able to tell others what they have 
done. 
 

 


