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I. Creating an in depth understanding of The Great Gatsby and the ability for students to 
be able to bring the knowledge into real life as well.  

II. Performance Objectives(behavioral) – Or attach matrix of differentiation 
a. Cognitive – Students will be able to make distinctive connections between material 

within the classroom and real life.  
b. Affective – Students are able to distinguish which reference sources will provide the 

best information for the assigned task.   
c. Psychomotor – Students will be able to connect real life conversations through 

interviews, being able to move around while doing so.  
III. Standards  

a. 2.  Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to 
build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) 
of human experience.  

b. 7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and 
questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a 
variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate 
their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience. 

c. 8. Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, 
databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

d. 11.R.1.1 Students are able to use various reading and study strategies to increase 
comprehension. 

e. 11.R.2.1 Students are able to analyze and explain the relationships among elements of 
literature (characterization, setting, plot, theme, conflict). 

IV. Levels- (This unit will be run with a checklist for the students to come to me and sign off 
on each assignment that is done, through this I will be able to continuously check where 
the students are at.) 
a.  Level A- Critical Thinking and Evaluation. This layer requires the highest and most 

complex thought. (Bloom’s Taxonomy: Synthesis & Evaluation- pick 1 of 4) 
i. Research current “old money” and “new money” within today’s society and what 

correlations can be seen between the book and modern day reflection. 
ii. Research F. Scott Fitzgerald and write him a letter informing him what you like or 

dislike about his work.  Include why you believe he has written this and what in his life 
might have caused it.  

iii. Write a paper describing how you would adapt one of the main characters to create 
a different ending. – Through this assignment, students will digest more of the 
details in the novels, in order to create a realistic ending. The new ending will need 
to be formed with the previous knowledge of the book.  

iv. Write a play based on the novel or one of the key scenes within the novel. 
b. Level B- Application or manipulation (Analysis) of the information learned in the C layer. 

Problem solving or other higher level thinking tasks can be placed here.( Bloom’s 
Taxonomy: Application & Analysis Pick 2 of the 7) (Possible 25) 

i. Write a persuasive paragraph persuading someone to read the book. 
ii. Create a mock interview you would have with Daisy, Gatsby, or Nick. (This can be done 

either in front of the class or as a group project)  



iii. Make a power point comparing and contrasting the characteristics of two different 
characters.  

iv. Write step-by-step instructions on how Daisy should have reacted to the accident and 
how might this have changed the outcome of the book. 

v. Write a song or poem about something in the book. 
vi. Create a oral test on the definitions which are collected from level C. Allowing the 

students to create the list from the words that might have been collected.  
vii. Create a issue to be debated about within the novel and prepare as if you are going to 

debate the topic.  
c. c. Level C- Basic knowledge, understanding. The student builds on his/her current level 

of core information. (Bloom’s Taxonomy: Knowledge & Concentration Pick 5 of 8) (Possible 
50pts) 

i. Participate in oral discussion over the events which , with the class, of The Great 
Gatsby. 

ii. Make flash cards of 20 new vocabulary words from the book with definition.( 
Somewhere on the card, you must include the page number and the sentence which is 
used)  

iii. Draw and illustrate a timeline using the events in the book. (This can be done also 
during class time with full class participation, on the board) 

iv. Make a character college.  Cut out words and pictures from a magazine that describes 
a character in the novel. 

v. Students are to take one of the problems that arise within the novel and create a 
Dear Abby letter to give a classmate. 

vi. Respond to a Dear Abby letter. This means students will respond to the above 
activity, the previously written letters that the class created. 

vii. Create a pyramid of events within the story to distinguish what is the introduction, 
rising action, climax, falling action, and denouement. (Create this like a quick game 
board which could be used in front of the class) 

viii. Create a visual organizer (Webmap) of your favorite character. Show all of the 
characteristics and how he or she is connected to anyone else.  
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