
 
Differentiated Instruction & 
Understanding By Design 
Lesson Plan Format 

 
 
 
Title:   Comparing Numbers 
 
Subject Matter Emphasis and Level:  2nd  Math 
 
Author:   Joan Pfaff 
 
School District:  Mitchell 
 
Email:   joan.pfaff@k12.sd.us 
 
 
 
Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 

This lesson will involve students to work with partners.  
 Each student gets a place value mat which is divided into ones, tens, hundreds, 

and thousands columns.  Each student will also get a deck of cards with the digits 0 to 9 
and a small wipe-off board with a marker.  Students who struggle with place value and 
comparing numbers will also get a bag with the place value rods.  The students will start 
with their cards piled face down in front of them.  The students will take turns flipping 
their top card and deciding where to place the card on their place value board to make the 
greatest number.  Once the card is placed it cannot be moved.  The students will flip 
another card to make a 2-digit number.  Each student will read their number, write their 
number and their partner’s number on the wipe off board using the >greater than, <less 
than, or =equal signs to compare the numbers. 

Activities: 
a. Struggling students will use the place value rods to model the number they 

made with their cards, visualize the number which will assist with the 
comparing of numbers. 

b. Students will switch to making the least number or less than number on their 
place value mats. 

c. Students will make a 3-digit number to compare, read, and write. 
d. Students will make a 4-digit number to compare, read, and write.  

     
 
 
 



SD Content Standards: 
 
2.A.2.1.  Use concepts of equal to, greater than, and less than to compare numbers. (0-
100) 
 
2.N.1.1.  Read, write, count, and sequence numerals to 100. 
 
Unpacked Standards: 
 
2.A.2.1.  I can show equal to, greater than, and less than when comparing numbers. 
2.N.1.1.  I can read, write, and count numbers to 100 
2.N.1.1.  I can put numbers in order to 100.  
 
 

Stage 1:  Identify Desired Results 
 
1. What enduring understandings are desired? 

Digits have specific values. 
      Comparing numbers 
 
2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus 

teaching/learning? 
How will knowing place value help you to compare numbers? 
How will knowing place value help you to read, write, and sequence numbers?  
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 
Students will read, write, and compare numbers using the equal to, greater than, and 
less than signs.   
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of place value by placing the cards in the 
correct columns to either make the greatest number or the smallest number. 
 

 
4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 

difficulties might be brought to this unit? 
Prior Knowledge:  Students will come with an understanding of the vocabulary words 
greatest and least.   
Misconceptions:  Students might confuse the concept that the larger digit should be 
placed in the farthest left hand column to make the greatest number and the larger 
digit should be placed in the farthest right hand column to make the least number. 
 

 
 



Stage 2:  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 
1. What evidence will show that students understand? 
      

Performance Tasks: 
 -Daily work 
   -Hands on work with the card activity and place value mats. 

-Numbers written on the wipe off boards 
 

 
 
 
Other Evidence: 
Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples (summarized): 

 -Tests, observations, paperwork, CCC computer lab 
 
  
 
Unprompted Evidence: (observations, dialogues, etc.) 
 -Student to student dialoque 
 -Student to teacher dialoque  
 
 
Student Self-Assessment 
 -Students are able to make the greatest number with the cards. 
 -Students are able to make the least number with the cards. 
 -Students are able to use the <, >, = signs to compare numbers and 
       check with a partner. 

 

Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 
1. What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip 

students to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 

 
 
 



Major Learning Activities:  
 -Hand On Manipulatives 
 -Activity sheet on comparing numbers 

 
 
 
Materials & Resources (technology & print):  
 -Place Value Boards 
 -Decks of Cards 
 -Wipe off boards 
 -Place Value Rods  
 
 
Management:  

 -Materials readily available 
 -Partner work guidelines 

 
 
 
Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 
 -Para-educator if needed, partners 
 
 
Extensions and Adaptation: 

 -Struggling students using the place value rods to visualize the numbers. 
 -Advanced students making and comparing 3-digit or 4-digit numbers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stage 4:  Plan Differentiation 
 
 
2. What differentiated instruction strategies are being used in this 

lesson/unit? 



 
Differentiated Process:  

 The students are using cards, place value mats, wipe off boards, and place value 
rods to use visual, kinesthetic, logical mathematics, spatial, and verbal learning styles.  
The students are also using interpersonal learning styles when working with partners. 
  

 
Differentiated Content:  
 Students struggling with place value will used the place value rods to model the 
numbers, so they can see the numbers to compare the numbers. 
 Advanced students will switch from trying to make the greatest number to make 
the smallest number.  These students may also continue on to make 3-digit and 4-digit 
numbers to compare. 
 
 
 
Differentiated Product:  
 Place value mats and wipe off boards results. 
 Independent activity sheets. 
 
 


