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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
Students will put together and record a news broadcast, using all the skills they acquired 
throughout the semester in speech.  
 
 
 
SD Content Standards: 
 
The news broadcast unit will meet the following content standards: 9.W.1.1, 9.W.4.1, 
9.L.1.1, 9.L.1.2, 9.L.2.2, 9.S.1.1, 9.S.1.2, 9.S.1.3, 9.S.2.1, 9.S.2.2, and 9.S.2.3. 
 
 
 

Stage 1:  Identify Desired Results 
 
1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 

I want students to understand how to put all their skills together that they have 
acquired throughout the semester in speech and use them effectively.   

 



2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus 
teaching/learning? 

 
How does the news media use the speaking skills we have learned throughout the 
semester in speech class?   
How do I use my persuasive speaking skills to create a commercial to sell a product? 
How do I use my informative speaking skills to share the news? 
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
Students will learn new group skills such as social skills, time management, 
brainstorming skills, and communication strategies.  
Students will learn how to use video equipment effectively for projects lasting long 
periods of time.  
Students will learn how to put to use the skills they learned throughout the semester, 
including persuasion, interpretive communication, and informing.  
 

 
4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 

difficulties might be brought to this unit? 
 

Prior learning: Students will need their knowledge of persuasion and informing in 
order to create an effective product.  
Interests: Students will be encouraged to use their imagination and creativity when 
coming up with commercial ideas and news stories.  
Conceptual difficulties: It is hard during this project to find the space to accommodate 
several groups to work in the classroom.  It is also hard to find enough equipment for 
all groups to work at the same time.  (Though this year our school has a lot more 
video equipment for us to use.) 
 

 
 

Stage 2:  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 
1. What evidence will show that students understand? 
      

Performance Tasks: 
 
Students will demonstrate several skills such as persuasion and informing as they 

create commercials and national, state, and local “news” stories.  
Students will write scripts, outlines, an audience goal, and purpose statement for their 

news broadcast project.  



 
 
 
Other Evidence: 
Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples (summarized): 
 
There will be no tests or quizzes during this unit. 
 
  
 
Unprompted Evidence: (observations, dialogues, etc.) 
 
Teacher will observe for understanding as students are working on the project in class 
and offer help as needed.  
 
 
 
Student Self-Assessment 
 
Students will watch all videos at the completion point for this project, and will write a 
reflection about how they felt they did on this project (voice, gestures, work time, 
etc.) 

 

Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

1. What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip 
students to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 

 

Major Learning Activities:  
 
Students will have already learned about speaking to inform, speaking to persuade, 
and interpretive communication.  They will learn, in this project, to put those skills to 
use in the “real world.”   
 
 
 
Materials & Resources (technology & print):  
  



Video equipment (camcorders and digital cameras) 
Poster board, markers, crayons, stencils, and other art supplies 
Computers 
Rubric 
 
 
 
Management:  
 
Teacher will have to be up and walking around during this time to monitor activity 
with the students.  The teacher will go around to answer questions and help as 
needed.   
 
 
 
Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 
It may be helpful to have another teacher or an aid in the room to help get materials 
for students as they need them or to help monitor students who may need to use other 
rooms in the building.  
 
 
Extensions and Adaptation: 
 
No special adaptations were needed for this project because students worked in 
groups with other classmates.  Modifications were made as needed when dealing with 
the requirements or special concerns.  
 
 



 

Stage 4:  Plan Differentiation 
 
 

2. What differentiated instruction strategies are being used in this 
lesson/unit? 

 

Differentiated Process:  
 
The projects are easily modifiable and adaptable for kids with special needs.  I 
modify individually for each kid, allowing them to work on the aspects of the unit 
they feel most comfortable with.  For example, if a student is more artistically 
inclined and would rather make the maps for the weather portion rather than write the 
script, I allow this and encourage this in the groups.  If a student is really good at 
running the camera, I let him or her run the camera while others are performing 
(although I require that everyone be on camera for a portion of the broadcast).   
 
 
 
Differentiated Content:  
  
None.  
 
 
 
Differentiated Product:  
  
None.  
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