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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
This goal of this unit is for students to combine knowledge gained from watching Man of 
La Mancha, researching Miguel de Cervantes and the novel Don Quixote, researching the 
Spanish Inquisition and making a presentation to the Spanish II class.  They needed to 
have some graphics, such as clips from the movie, a slide show, overhead sheets etc. as 
well as their prepared speech. 
 
SD Content Standards: 
 
2.4 Analyze the influence of significant artistic and scientific/technological contributions 
of the target culture on the world community. 

4.1 Use culturally authentic texts and media as a response for personal, academic, and 
professional growth. 

5.1 Integrate information and perspectives gained from the target language and culture 
into various aspects of learning. 

5.2 Analyze the impact of current and historical events on the lives of people in the target 
culture. 
 

Stage 1:  Identify Desired Results 
 



1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
Art and history both played a significant role in the cultural development of the people of 
Spain. Art forms, such as classic literature is affected by historical events. 
 
2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus 

teaching/learning? 
 
What is the book Don Quixote, as exemplified in the movie Man of La Mancha, about? 
What was the Spanish Inquisition about, and what effects did it have on the people? 
How is the literary work Don Quixote affected by events of the Spanish Inquisition? 
Who was Miguel de Cervantes and what inspired him to write Don Quixote? 

 
3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this 
unit? 
 
Students will research and understand the main ideas of the book Don Quixote. 
Students will understand the underlying causes of the Spanish Inquisition. 
Students will understand what prompted the author to write the book. 
Students will combine knowledge to make a presentation. 
 
4.What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit? 

 
Learning: Students may have studied Don Quixote in English class, they may have 
some knowledge of the Spanish Inquisition from a history class 
Interests: Most students enjoy working on the internet and watching a movie   
Misconceptions: "Man of La Mancha" is just another stupid musical, the book can be 
read easily in Spanish, they can read the whole book for the project 
Conceptual difficulties: Combining the three elements into a workable presentation, 
figuring out how one affects the other 
 

Stage 2:  Identify Desired Results 
 
1. What evidence will show that students understand?  
      

Performance Tasks: 
 
finding information on the internet and/or in other printed material, making graphics, 

giving the presentation  
 
 



Other Evidence: 
Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Work Samples (summarized): 
 
movie quiz, samples of work they have done 
 
Unprompted Evidence: (observations, dialogues, etc.) 
 
Observations, student dialogue,  students’ questions during independent work time 

 
 
Student Self-Assessment 
 
Reflective journal and creation of a rubric for projects 

 
 

Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 
1. What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip 

students to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
Major Learning Activities:  
 

Teach websites that will provide accurate information 
Give an example of how history affects culture 
Give an example of how an author writes from a cultural bias 

 
Materials & Resources (technology & print):  
  
Internet 
Video  
Library print resources 
Journal 
Rubric 
Power point/overhead 
 
 
Management:  
 
Students will work in partners on the design and configuration of the project.  They 
will each need to present their own research and work together to construct a cohesive 
presentation. I will allow them to choose partners who they can easily get together 
with for working outside of class .  



 
Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 
There are not special education students in Spanish III 
 
Extensions and Adaptation: 
 
Extension: Students may incorporate other relevant research if approved, and give a 
longer presentation. 
Adaptation: One student may give a shorter presentation 

 

Stage 4:  Plan Differentiation 
 
 
2. What differentiated instruction strategies are being used in this 

lesson/unit? 

Differing methods of presentation 

Differing amount of presentation/work 

rubric which allows for more give and take in the evaluation process 
Differentiated Process:  
 
Struggling students may give a shorter presentation, more adept students can utilize 

more research and give a longer presentation 
 
Differentiated Content:  
 
Struggling students may do more concrete work on the project 
Proficient students may do more of the incorporation of ideas  
 
Differentiated Product:  
  
Paper test- analytical 
Creation of the graphics - creative 
Information seeking – practical  
journaling over the process, creation of rubric - student centered 
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