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Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit: 
 
  This unit is a  study of the novel The Pigman by Paul Zindal. Through a variety of 
activities the students will understand character development, the use of symbolism in 
literature, enhance reading strategies, and improve their vocabulary. 
 
 
South Dakota Content Standards: 
 

• Standard numbers and exact wording 
• This unit will apply the following SD content standards:  
• 8.R.1.1.—Students are able to apply knowledge of word origins and 

derivations to extend vocabulary development.  
• 8.R.1.2.—Students are able to use reading strategies to comprehend the 

meaning of words and text.  
• 8.R.2.1.—Students are able to analyze and explain the author’s use of literary 

elements.  
• 8.R.2.2—Students are able to describe the effect of the author’s use of literary 

devices.  
• 8.R.4.1.—Students are able to determine the appropriate strategy to gather and 

organize information.  
• 8.R.4.2.—Students are able to evaluate information about a topic gathered 

from a variety of sources.  



• 8.R.4.3.—Students are able to combine new information with existing 
knowledge to form interpretations.  
Stage  

 
 
• Unpacked standards  (in student-friendly wording) 

  8.R.1.1 Students can apply contextual knowledge of word origins to 
extend vocabulary. 

8.R.2.1 Students can analyze text using comprehension strategies. 
 
8.R.2.2 Students can read fluently to comprehend grade-level text. 
 
8.R.3.1 Students can examine the author’s use of literary elements in 

fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. 
 
8.R.4.1 Students can compare and contrast literature from different 

time periods and cultures dealing with similar themes and conflicts. 
 
8.W.1.1 Students can compose narrative, descriptive, expository, and 

persuasive text of five paragraphs. 
 
8.W.1.2 Students can revise writing for ideas and content. 
 
8.W.2.1 Students can edit text for run-on sentences and fragments. 
 
8.LVS.1.1 Students can evaluate information in auditory and visual 

communication. 
 
8.LVS.1.2 Students can analyze audio/visual aids in presentations. 
 
8.LVS.1.3 Students can integrate verbal and nonverbal techniques to 

deliver an oral presentation for a specific audience and purpose. 
 

 
 



 

Stage 1 :  Identify Desired Results 
 
 

1. What enduring understandings are desired? 
 
 Students will understand that we have a responsiblilty to care for  people 
            Students will understand that people can change negative behavior.                                                      
            Students will understand that we all are responsible for own behaviors.      
 

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus both the 
teaching and the learning? 

 
Are we always responsible for our choices/behaviors? 
Is it ethical to take advantage of a person, even if they want you to? 
Is our enviroment a driving force in who we are and how we behave? 
 

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit? 

 
Students will develop an understanding of how we treat others reflects on our own  
values.  They will realize that peer pressure can overtake their sense of right and 
wrong if they allow it.  Students will improve their comprehension and 
vocabulary skills, develop analytic skills using reading strategies, and develop 
their writing and listening skills as they complete activities for the novel.  
 

4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual 
difficulties might be brought to this unit by the students? 

 
           Students who are in the middle school age will identify with the pressures that 
occur with the peers in this novel.  They will connect to the friendship that is developed 
between John and Lorraine and understand how one could influence the other.   This 
novel will help students to understand that lonliness can be a driving force in both adults 
and with students their age.  I think at one time or another most students can identify with 
how John , Lorraine and even Mr. Pignati react to events in the story.  

 
 



 

Stage 2 :  Determine Acceptable Evidence 
 
 

What evidence will show that students understand? 
 

1. Pre-Assessment (pre-tests, concept maps, KWL, surveys, etc.): 
 

Students will take a pre-test that will require them to begin thinking about 
 

2. Performance Tasks: 
 
After completing this unit students will be able to: 
1. Describe literary elements in the novel (theme, plot, setting, character, point-of-  
view, etc.  
 
2.Determine various conflicts in the novel  
 
3 Discuss the author and his style of writing/effects of that style.  
 
4. Compare and analyze similarities/differences between characters  
 
5. Define and use key terms and concepts  
 
6.  Demonstrate an understanding of setting in relation to the mood, tone, and 
meaning of text  
 
7.  Trace adventures of characters  
 
8. Draw conclusions/make predictions about characters based on readings   
 

3. Summative Assessment (Quizzes, Tests, Prompts, Projects, etc.): 
 
Quizzes, Tests, Attendance Activity Prompts, Vocabulary quizzes,  Journal 
responses to teacher posed questions, Short-answer tests, Character webs and 
VENN diagrams comparing characters, Essay questions, Plot diagram.  
 

4. Formative Assessment (Dialogues, Observations, Work Samples, 
etc.): 
 
Large and small group class discussion  
Teacher observations of students participation in group activities  
Student oral responses and dialogue in groups  
Student journal responses 



 
Briefly explain HOW you will use formative assessment and 
feedback to redirect and focus your instruction for improving 
student achievement.  Provide at least one example. 
 
1.  Students will be writing in their literacy binders on a regular basis concerning 
their thoughts and ideas about the characters, plot and theme of the novel. 
 
2.  Students will take regular short answer quizzes and complete vocabulary 
activities. 
 
3.  Students will work with study guide,  large and small group discussions, and 
journaling. 
 

5. Student Self-Assessment: 
 
  Quizzes, Journaling, Discussions, Teacher feedback, projects   
 
 

6. Attach or include specific rubrics being used for this lesson/unit: 
 
     



 

Stage 3 :  Learning Experiences and Instruction 
 
 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students 
to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings? 
 

1. Major Learning Activities: 
 

1.  Reading novel, The Pigman by Paul Zindel 
2.  Completing study guide/vocabulary 
3.  Application of reading strategies, writing skills to produce a product that  
extends the understanding of the novel. 
 
 

2. Materials, Supplies, & Resources (technology & print): 
 
• class copy of The Pigman  
• predetermined vocabulary list and study guide 
• various handouts and exercises   
• laptop computers, access to computers/Internet  
• predetermined bookmarks/sites  
• jeopardy game board  
• blank charts and graphs  
• notebooks/binders  
             Movie Maker software 
• overhead projector 
 
 

 
3. Classroom Management: 

 
Large group, small group, pair/share, teams (Jeopardy) individual work,   
 

4. Support Services and Special Teacher Notes: 
 

      
 



 

Stage 4 :  Differentiated Instruction Strategies 
 

What specific differentiated instruction strategies will be used in the 
lesson/unit?  Fill in each section that applies. 
 

1. Differentiated Process: 
 

Section 1 - Earn a grade of "D" - 60 Points 
 
Required - read book for 35 points.  After reading, students will conference with 
the teacher and discuss a part of the book the teacher chooses.  Points are earned 
for participations.   
 
Student Choice - Choose any of these assignments for a maximum of 40 points.  
Students may work with a partner, but each student must explain their assignment 
on their own. 
 
1.  Creat 15 complete sentences telling important characteristics of your favoirte 
character.  (5points) 
 
2.  Find another title by Paul Zindal on line or in the library.  Share a complete 
paragraph (topic sentence 4 supports, concluding sentence  - minimum) summary 
of the book. (10 points ) 
 
3.  Hand in to your instructor a complete set of class notes summarizing each 
chapter.  Each paragraph needs to be a minimum of 6 complete sentences.  
(10points) 
 
4.  Illustrate a complete scene from the story; possible scenes could be the pig 
statues, John and Lorraine at the cemetary; Mr. Pignati at the zoo visiting Bobo.  
(10 points) 
 
5.  With a partner, act out a scene you have written from the book.  You will need 
to present your scene to the class and turn in your script. (10 points) 
 
Section 2 - Earn a grade of "B" or "A" - Choose one assignment for a "B" or 
choose two assignments for an "A".  You must have completed the C unit to move 
on to this level. 
 
1.  Write a letter to Paul Zindal telling him of your impressions of the book. This 
letter needs to be turned in to your instructor and with his/her approval sent to Mr. 
Zindal.  (15 points) 
 



2.  Make a game (with board and players) using the story as the theme. (15 Points) 
 
3.  Write 1-2 page paper about what John and Lorraine will be doing in the next 
10 years.  Base your predictions on events in the story or the characteristics of 
John and Lorraine shown in the story.  (15 points) 
 
4.  Video a scene from the story.  Your may work with a partner. (15 points) 
 
5.  Create a theme song for The Pigman.  Perform it or tape it for class 
presentation (15 points) 
 
6. Discuss the issue of alcohol/drugs and youth.  Talk to me about why it is right 
or wrong.  Use John as an example.  This can be written, taped, emailed, or verbal 
and must completely cover the topic.  
 
 Bonus - 25 points - Choose one bonus assignment for extra credit points. 
 
1.  Create a newspaper using The Pigman as a focus for your stories.  Include at 
least one news article, one cartoon, one editorial and one ad.   
 
2.  6.  Create a movie on Movie Maker using a poem you have written.  Include 
pictures and music in the presentation that supports the theme of The Pigman.   
This needs to be a minimum of 3:30 minutes.  
 
 
 

2. Differentiated Content: 
 

See above. 
 

3. Differentiated Product: 
 

See above. 
 


